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A RIVER RUNS THROUGH IT

Missoula Premiere

Music by Zach Redler*

Libretto by Kelley Rourke+ & Matt Foss+

Based on the novel by Norman Maclean
October 3, 7:30 PM | October 4, 3:00 PM

CAST
Norman Schyler Vargas*
Paul Michael Kuhn+

Jessie  Christine Taylor Price+

John David Pittsinger+
Clara Phyllis Pancella+
Heidi Megan Marino+

Neal Ryan Bryce Johnson+

Stage Director — Matt Foss+

Conductor — Michael Sakir*

Scenic and Projection Designer —Kristin Ellert+
Costume and Properties Designer — Stacy Hostetter*
Hair and Make-up Designer — Susannah Leonardi*
Production Manager — Markus Paminger*
Production Stage Manager —Julius Sanchez*
Choreographer — Abby Glanville+

Fly-fishing Consultant — Jason Borger+

Missoula Rehearsal and Orchestra Pianist —Jessica Hall*
Assistant Director — Charlotte Mae Ellison*

Assistant Stage Manager - Alicia Barott*

Video Operator — Rick Talbott*

By kind permission of The University of Chicago Press,
Jean Maclean Snyder and John N. Maclean

Commissioned, developed, and premiered by Opera Montana

With funding from
Carol Glenn & Sal Lalani
Drs. Dennis & Anne Wentz

Ron Lerner, “in loving memory of my wife, Jane”
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Video footage courtesy of
Montana PBS | Cinematography
by Scott Sterling

+ Opera Montana debut

* Alumnus, Opera Montana



Synopsis

PRELUDE: Led by Reverend John Maclean and his wife, Clarg, the ensemble gathers
to set the stage with themes that will echo through the unfolding story (“In the
Beginning”).

SCENE ONE: wolf Creek, Montana, summer of 1937. Jessie and Norman Maclean, a
newly married couple, begin their morning together over coffee. Jessie asks Norman
if he's seen his brother, Paul, lately, and Norman shrugs off the question, replying that
he sees his brother’s byline every day. Jessie comes to the point: her brother, Neal,
is coming home for a visit, and she is concerned that Neal is losing touch with his
roots, and with himself. She would like Norman and Paul to take Neal fishing. Norman
makes it clear that he and his brother do not like Neal, who does not live up to Maclean
standards of manhood (“A Montana Man”). According to the Maclean family code,
Norman says, when you see a fight coming, it's always best to get in the first punch.
Jessie counters with a memory of her father—a self-made man who taught dancing
lessons on the side and was known for his generosity (“All Kinds of Men”). Before
Norman can respond, the phone rings. It is the desk sergeant at the local jail, calling
Norman to pick up Paul.

SCENE TWO: when Norman arrives at the jail, Paul assures his brother that the
arrest was a misunderstanding and suggests they go fishing. It is the brothers’ first
time fishing together in a while, and as they make preparations, they affectionately
recall their father's strict lessons in fly-fishing (Trio: “Fishing Catechism”). Norman still
follows his father's rule, but Paul’s style has evolved and become more intuitive (Duet:
“A Big Fish”). Norman marvels at his brother’s artistry (“Beautiful”). Norman mentions
the fishing trip with Neal; Paul is disgusted, but eventually agrees to participate.
When Norman brings up Paul’s arrest, Paul quickly changes the subject, telling a story
(“Racing a Rabbit”) that ends with a smashed-up car.

SCENE THREE: The next day, Neal arrives and quickly drags Norman and Paul to
Black Jack’s Bar, where the evening is in full swing (Ensemble: “3-7-77"). Neal attempts
to win over the locals with tales of his hunting prowess (“Neal's Tale”), but a lady the
locals call Rawhide (“Too Much”) quickly pokes holes in his story. Neal and Paul excuse
themselves as Heidi's demeanor turns from suspicious to romantic.

SCENE FOUR: The next morning, Norman wakes before anyone else and reflects on
recent events, from his brother’s arrest to his story about racing rabbits (“Luminous”).
Jessie's arrival rescues him from his thoughts and the two share a moment (“Funny”).
Paul hustles everyone out; as the three men head for the river, Jessie reminds Norman
to look after her brother.

SCENE FIVE: At the river, as Norman and Paul stash beers in the river for the end of
the day, Heidi surprises the three men and quickly takes Neal away to “a good spot”
she knows. Alone together on the river, all four are lost in their thoughts—nostalgiq,
attraction, worry, wonder (“Something Close to Love”). Paul mentions leaving Montana
and his troubles behind, but then quickly walks the statement back. As they fish,
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Paul’'s singular style reveals itself once again, and he offers another window into his
philosophy of life. Norman asks if Paul needs help, pushing harder this time; Paul
rebuffs him, but nonetheless finds a cryptic way to express gratitude for his brother’s
concern. When the brothers go to retrieve their beer, it is gone. Looking out to a distant
sandbar, they see Rawhide and Neal, naked and passed out in the blistering sun.

SCENE SIX: By the time the men return to Norman’s home, news of Rawhide and
Neal is all over town and Jessie is furious. Jessie and Norman argue, then sing of the
difficulty—and necessity—of helping those who are hardest to help (“No Greater Need”).
They agree to never get out of touch with each other. A phone rings and interrupts the
moment. It is for Paul, who is shaken by the brief exchange, but quickly changes the
subject, suggesting a family fishing trip with their father.

SCENE SEVEN: The next morning, at the Maclean home in Missoula, Clara is the
first one up. She reflects on the differences between her two boys and the difficulty of
helping (“Help is Hard"). John begins trying to gather his fishing supplies; as he scurries
anxiously, Clara is the calm center, reminding her husband where to look for items
before he can even ask. John expresses some doubt about his aging body’s capacity
for fishing, but his family reassures him.

SCENE EIGHT: At the river, the men share a memory (“Do You Remember”), before
separating to fish. John ponders the spiritual aspect of fishing (“A Spot of Time"). For
once, Norman is having better luck than Paul and is able to offer help in the form of a
fly. Paul’s luck quickly changes and the other two marvel at his artistry. John talks with
Norman (“Words and Water”) as they wait for Paul to finish. The three men speak of
what the time on the river means to them (“A Spot of Time: Reprise”). As the day ends,
Paul remarks that in three more years, he will know how to think like a fish.

SCENE NINE: In Norman and Jessie's kitchen, the phone rings again. Norman
answers and learns that Paul's body has been found in an alley, beaten to death with
the butt of a revolver. All of the bones in his right hand were broken, indicating that Paul
likely “got in the first punch.” Family members converge to grapple with the loss, then
are joined by the full ensemble for the finale (“Eventually”).

RUNNING TIME: 1 hour 30 minutes

There will be no intermission
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Susan Miller §
Matt Rognlie

General Director &
President of Opera Montana

Dear Friends,

We sit here with you tonight feeling a mixture of
humility, pride, gratitude, and a healthy dose of
anxiety. When we received the rights to adapt Mr.
Maclean’s novella into an opera just a little under
two years ago, we were a different company. We
knew it was the right thing to do, but we had never
done anything like this before. Could we actually do
this?

Time would tell. We began by assembling a
crackerjack creative team, and shortly thereafter
held auditions, putting together a cast of brilliant
singer-actors. (Spoiler alert: they're as kind as they
are talented.) Like Clara and John must have felt
about their two boys, as producers, we feel so proud
of this team.

From workshop to workshop to workshop to
workshop, the piece was honed and enriched. Our
community of supporters backed this new idea
along with our other campaign priorities: Inspiring
New Audiences and Creating a Sustainable Opera
Montana with their checkbooks. We haven't quite yet
reached our $2.5M fundraising goal yet, but we're so
close. Thank you to everyone who has hosted an
artist, written a check, loaned a vehicle, or prepared
food for our people. We couldn’t do it without you.

And now it's the World Premiere run of A River Runs

Through It. You, the audience, are the finishing touch. As we wait with bated breath for
your reactions, we realize that between humility, pride, gratitude, and anxiety, we just
feel overwhelmingly thankful that we sit with you in this theatre tonight. To the native
Montanans in the room, we hope we did you proud. To the Macleans in the room, we
hope we did you really proud.

Enjoy the show,

Susan Miller & Matt Rognlie
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Michael Sakir
Artistic Director

Dear Friends,

A River Runs Through It is not just Montana's state
novel. It is a work of staggering universal truth and
beauty. Commissioning, developing, and premiering
it on the opera stage has been a big responsibility. |
want to thank the Missoula Symphony Orchestra and
Music Director Julia Tai for their faith and friendship
in bringing this timeless story back to where it all
took place nearly a century ago.

Julia Tai and | have been friends for over 20 years
now. We met at the International Conducting Festival
and Workshop in the Czech Republic. | could tell then
not only what a stellar conductor and musician Julia
was, but what a kind and open-hearted person she
was and remains today. Missoula is a very lucky
place to call her their own.

Bringing to life this new opera required a dream team of creative minds. That is exactly
what Opera Montana found with composer Zach Redler and co-librettists Kelley
Rourke and Matt Foss. They have distilled the novella’s poetry and sincerity while also
giving the story a fresh voice. And our stellar cast - an onstage family that quickly
became a family offstage too - has provided their incredible talent, joyful spirits,
and passionate dedication to this project. Coupled with our brilliant designers and
hardworking production team, bringing A River Runs Through It to the opera stage has
been a dream fulfilled.

Just as Montana is proud of its state novel, so too can Montanans be proud of their new
state opera. A River Runs Through It has put Montana on the international opera map.
And it has reinforced Opera Montana’s mission to create community through world-
class song and storytelling.

Thank you to the hundreds of people who have helped bring this new opera to life.
Sincerely,
Michael Sakir

Artistic Director
Opera Montana
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Artist Profiles

Norman

Denver, CO

First Opera Montana Production: Maria de
Buenos Aires (2024)

PAST ENGAGEMENTS

Raoul, Masquerade, Off-Broadway

Slim, Of Mice and Men, Lyric Opera of
Kansas City

Sir Harry, Once Upon a Mattress, Central
City Opera

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS

Fred, A Christmas Carol, Paramount
Theatre Chicago

Soldier/George (u/s), Sunday in the Park
with George, Paramount Theatre Chicago
Frank Schultz, Show Boat, Houston Grand
Opera

Paul

New York, NY
OPERA MONTANA DEBUT

PAST ENGAGEMENTS

Ensemble/Pirelli Understudy, Sweeney
Todd, Broadway (2023 Revival)

Police Buddy, Blue, David Geffen Hall at
Lincoln Center

Dimitri, Ever After, Phoenix Theatre
Company
UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS

Swing, Masquerade (The Phantom of the
Opera), Off-Broadway
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Christine Taylor Price
Jessie

Tulsa, OK
OPERA MONTANA DEBUT

PAST ENGAGEMENTS

Eliza Doolittle, My Fair Lady, Opera Saratoga
Lillian Holiday, Happy End, Glimmerglass
Festival/Opera Saratoga Tour

Soloist, Sondheim/Poulenc, Recital with New
York Festival of Song

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS

Soloist, First Name Basis, Recital with New
York Festival of Song

Lillian Holiday, Happy End, Glimmerglass
Festival/Opera Saratoga Tour Continued

David Pittsinger
John

OPERA MONTANA DEBUT

PAST ENGAGEMENTS

Walton, I Puritani, Metropolitan Opera (HD)
Tiresias, Oedipus Rex, Houston Symphony
Emile De Becque, South Pacific, Broadway
LCT, Kennedy Ctr (Helen Hayes Nomination)
UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS

Soloist, Messiah, Residency Nat’ Sawdust
Theatre, Handel on The Hudson/Ruckus
King, Deidamia, Ruckus/Handel on the
Hudson

Sprecher, Die Zauberfléte, Cincinnati Opera
(Opposite son Richard)
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Phyllis Pancella
Clara

Winston-Salem, NC
OPERA MONTANA DEBUT

PAST ENGAGEMENTS

Carmen, Carmen, Houston Grand Opera,
English National Opera, Teatro San Carlo
Mrs. Lovett, Sweeney Todd, Opera Colorado,
Virginia Opera

Lizzie Borden, Lizzie Borden, Glimmerglass
Opera, New York City Opera, PBS Live from
Lincoln Center

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS

Voice faculty and Area Coordinator,
University of North Carolina School of the Arts
The Deepest Desire by Jake Heggie,
Piedmont Opera 50th Anniversary
Celebration, Wake Forest University

Guest Faculty, American Institute of Musical
Studies, Graz, Austria

Megan Marino
Heidi

OPERA MONTANA DEBUT

PAST ENGAGEMENTS

Sonia, The Dialogue of Memories (Cipullo),
Music of Remembrance

Olga, Eugene Onegin, Canadian Opera
Company

Maffio Orsini, Lucrezia Borgia, Opera
Baltimore

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS

Dinah, Trouble in Tahiti, Austin Symphony
Golde, Fiddler on the Roof, Detroit Opera

Annina, Der Rosenkavalier, Houston Grand
Opera
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Ryan Bryee Johnson
Neal

Muleshoe, TX
OPERA MONTANA DEBUT

PAST ENGAGEMENTS

Tanzmeister, Ariadne auf Naxos, Merola
Opera

Borsaq, Rigoletto, Santa Fe Opera

Lt. Joseph Cable, South Pacific, Dayton
Opera

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS

Tenor Soloist, Messiah, St. Luke’s Church
Atlanta

Production
Profiles

e

Zach Redler - composer

Dublin, NH

First Opera Montana Production: The Falling and The
Rising (2022)

PAST PERFORMANCES

The Falling and The Rising, Brevard Music Center
Brevard, NC July 26

Mr. Brown, 92nd St. Y New York, NY April ‘26

Neilson’s View, Neilson Amphitheatre Dublin, NH
September ‘25

UPCOMING PERFORMANCES

The Falling and The Rising, Pensacola Opera Nov 26
The Falling and The Rising, Opera San Antonio Feb ‘27
TRANSLATION (premiere), Seattle Opera Fall 27
Thanks to Opera Montana for giving me the
opportunity to help tell this story. Gratitude to my amazing collaborators and the cast
and crew. Love to my parents, my partner Brittney, and children Sky and Ellis.
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Kelley Rourke - co-Liprettist
Roseboom/Brooklyn, NY

OPERA MONTANA DEBUT

PAST ENGAGEMENTS

Librettist, Eat the Document, PROTOTYPE Festival
Librettist, Cinderella, Opera Australia

Librettist, Cosi, The Glimmerglass Festival
UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS

New English book, Happy End, Merkin Concert Hall,
NYC

Librettist, O'Keeffe: Kiss the Sky, Washington National
Opera

Librettist, dramatic song cycle with composer Damien
Geter

\iall Foss - co-Librettist / Stage Director

Toledo, OH

OPERA MONTANA DEBUT

PAST ENGAGEMENTS

Adapter / Director, All Quiet on the Western Front, Red
Tape Theatre Chicago, IL

Adapter | Director, The Jungle, Oracle Theatre
Chicago, IL

Actor, Director, Writer, Various, Montana Shakespeare
in the Parks

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS

Writer/ Actor, Lone Wolves, Feature Film Now
Streaming

Writer, Method, Feature Film

The Lonely Polar Bear, World Premiere, Chicogo/
Toledo with Disability Theatre Ensemble

Michael Saliir - conductor

Bozeman, MT

First Opera Montana Production: Daughter of the
Regiment (2016)

PAST ENGAGEMENTS

Time To Act (World Premiere), Pittsburgh Opera
L’elisir d’‘amore, Manhattan School of Music
Tosca, Opera Montana

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS

Working for the Macbeths (World Premiere),
Pittsburgh Opera

Carmen, Opera Montana
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Iristin Ellert - scenic and Projections Designer
Toledo, OH

OPERA MONTANA DEBUT

PAST ENGAGEMENTS

The Milwaukee Rep, First Stage, Utah Shakespeare
Festival, Oregon Shakespeare Festival, La Jolla
Playhouse

Guest artist, Southern Utah University, Ohio Northern
University, lllinois Wesleyan University, University of
Findlay, and University of Toledo

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS

Scenic Design, How the Grinch Stole Christmas, The
Musical, First Stage Milwaukee

Visiting Assistant Professor of Theatre-Design at
Eastern Michigan University

Sl:l(‘} Hosteller - costume and Properties
Designer

Bozeman, MT

First Opera Montana Production: The Falling and the

Rising (2022)

PAST ENGAGEMENTS

Artistic Director/Resident Playwright, 300+ Productions,

Kaleidoscope Theater

2000-2019

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS

Properties Designer/Artist Craftsperson, Montana

Shakespeare in the Parks 2002-current

Costume Designer, The Ellen Theatre/Montana

TheatreWorks 2019-current

Susannah Leonardi - Hair and Make-up
Designer

Manhattan, MT

First Opera Montana Production: Hansel & Gretel

(2025)

PAST ENGAGEMENTS

Performer, Hqir/Wig Designer, Fiddler on the Roof,

Montana TheatreWorks

Hair & Make-up Designer, Cinderella, Opera Montana

Hair & Make-up Designer, Ragtime, Opera Montana

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS

Salon Owner, Hairstylist & Permanent Makeup Artist

and Member of Montana Board of Barbers and

Cosmetology.
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Varkus Paminger - Production Manager
Missoula, MT

First Opera Montana Appearance:
The Falling and the Rising (2022)

Julius Sanchez -production Stage Manager

First Opera Montana Production: Hansel & Gretel
(2025)

PAST ENGAGEMENTS

A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Curtis Institute of Music
La traviata, Sacramento Philharmonic & Opera
Tristan und Isolde, The Philadelphia Orchestra
UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS

Susannah, Curtis Institute of Music

Tosca, Sacramento Philharmonic & Opera

Pelléas et Mélisande, Curtis Institute of Music

\I)I[\ Glanville - Choreographer

OPERA MONTANA DEBUT

PAST ENGAGEMENTS

Choreographer, Method, Feature Film
Choreographer, A Midsummer Night’s Dream (World
Premiere Musical), University of Toledo/Toledo
Disability Theatre Ensemble

Choreographer, The Jungle, Kennedy Center Award -
Certificate of Merit

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS

Choreographer, The Lonely Polar Bear (World
Premiere)
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Jason Borger - Fly-fishing Consultant
OPERA MONTANA DEBUT
PAST ENGAGEMENTS

Videographer, director, editor, angler, presenter, fly-
fishing educator

Fly-fishing talent, The River Why, Feature Film

Fly-fishing double (Brad Pitt), A River Runs Through It,
Feature Film

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS

Media production and fly fishing, melding them when
he can. Visit jborgerflyfishing.com

Jessiea Hall - rehearsal and Missoula Pit Pianist
Tacoma, WA

First Opera Montana appearance: The Falling and the
Rising (2022)

PAST ENGAGEMENTS

Rehearsal pianist, Hdnsel and Gretel, Vashon Opera
Rehearsal pianist, Falstaff, Vashon Opera

Orchestral pianist, The Falling and the Rising, Seattle
Opera

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS

Rehearsal pianist, Amahl and the Night Visitors,
Vashon Opera

Rehearsal pianist, The Crucible, Vashon Opera

Charlolle Mae Ellison - assistant Director
Bozeman, MT

First Opera Montana Production: Maria de Buenos
Aires (2024)

PAST ENGAGEMENTS

Nina, The Seagull, Bozeman Actor’s Theatre

Meg, Little Women, Bozeman Actor’s Theatre

Costume Designer, Collaborate & Listen, Independent
Web Series

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS

Dialect Coach, All is Calm, Bozeman Actor’s Theatre
Maggie Locke, Christmas in Big Sky Country, Montana
Shakespeare in the Parks

Assistant Director [ Dialect Coach, Once, Opera
Montana
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\licia Baroll - assistant Stage Manager
Mapleton, MN

First Opera Montana Production: Sweeney Todd
(2025)

PAST ENGAGEMENTS:

Assistant Stage Manager, Sweeney Todd, Hansel &
Gretel, Ragtime, Tosca, Opera Montana

Assistant Stage Manager, A Christmas Carol, Mary
Poppins, Annie, Music Man, Montana TheatreWorks

Rick Talboll - video operator

Bozeman, MT

First Opera Montana Production: Tosca (1999)
PAST ENGAGEMENTS

28th consecutive appearance with Opera Montana

Cover Cast
Profiles

Lu |\:IS G ':lr— Norman, Cover

Bozeman, MT

First Opera Montana Production: Il Trovatore (1996)
PAST ENGAGEMENTS

Rapunzel’s Prince, Into the Woods, Opera Montana
Jumper, The Falling and the Rising, Opera Montana
Father, Ragtime, Opera Montana

UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS

El Dan Cairo, Carmen, Opera Montana
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Jefl Killo - paul, cover

Bozeman, MT

First Opera Montana Production: La Bohéme (1995)
PAST ENGAGEMENTS

Cavaradossi, Tosca, Rimrock Opera

Don Jose, Carmen, Mendocino Summer Festival
Opera

Manus Duggan, No Greater Love, Butte Granite
Mountain Mine Commemoration

Caitlin Cisler - Jessie, cover
Missoula, MT

First Opera Montana Appearance: HMS Pinafore
(2014)

PAST ENGAGEMENTS
Fairy Godmother, Cinderella, Opera Montana

Soloist, Bachianas Brasileiras, Missoula Chamber
Music Collective

Kénigin der Nacht, Die Zauberfléte, Madison Opera
UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS

Soloist, Medusa by Jocelyn Hagen, University of
Montana Symphonic Wind Ensemble

Daren Small - John, cover

Billings, MT

First Opera Montana Production: Die Zauberfléte
(2007)

PAST ENGAGEMENTS

Colline, La Bohéme, Rimrock Opera

Senecaq, L'Incoronazione di Poppea, Opera Montana [T
Sarastro, Die Zauberfldte, Rimrock Opera
UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS

Vocal Soloist, Vaughan Williams’ Dona Nobis Pacem,
Bozeman, MT

Bass Soloist, Handel's Messiah, Glacier Symphony
Leporello, Mozart's Don Giovanni, Rimrock Opera
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Emily Thrasher - ciara, cover

Aurora, CO

First Opera Montana Production: Suor Angelica (2015)
PAST ENGAGEMENTS

Jack’s Mother, Into the Woods, Opera Montana
Miss Andrew, Mary Poppins, Montana TheatreWorks
Giovanna, Rigoletto, Opera Montana

Mme. Firmin, Phantom: The Las Vegas Spectacular
UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS

Chorus, Carmen, Opera Montana

Private Voice Studio, Music Villa

Annabella Joy - Heidi, cover

Bozeman, MT

First Opera Montana Production: Sweeney Todd
(2025)

PAST ENGAGEMENTS

Laura Wingfield, The Glass Menagerie, Montana
Theatre Works

Ensemble Creator/Musician, Strange Mating Calls,
Nervous Theatre

Ado Annie, Oklahomal!, Montana TheatreWorks

David Warner - Neil, cover

Three Forks, MT

First Opera Montana Production: Sweeney Todd
(2024)

PAST ENGAGEMENTS

Beadle, Sweeney Todd, Opera Montana
Trinquet, Eugene Onegin, Portland Opera
Gastone, La Traviata, Portland Opera
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Thank You, Edgewater Missoula,

for the hotel accommodations.

F
P~

e o
EDGEWATER
TAPESTRY COLLECTION

by Hilton"

100 Madison Street
(406) 728-3100

Thank You, Culligan, for providing
water for our musicians.

service@culliganmissoula.com
(406) 215-2739
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MISSOULA
SYMPHONY

ORCHESTRA

FIRST VIOLIN
Margaret Nichols Baldridge,
concertmaster
Chair sponsored by
Michael Irwin &
Christopher Carr
Ali Schultz Levesque, acting
associate concertmaster
Chair sponsored by
Sharon & Gerald Marks
Jason Bell, acting assistant
concertmaster
Chair sponsored by
Betty Thisted
Tasha Fain
Makenzie Grotbo+
Suzanne Hartzell
Sponsored by Louisa
& Paul Axelrod Family
Charitable Foundation

SECOND VIOLIN
Rachel Fellows-Schnackel,
principal
Chair sponsored by
Laura Patterson
Logan Indge, associate
principal
Pam Hillygus, assistant
principal
Madeleine McKelvey
Beatrice Shimanek

VIOLA
Sara Schultz Levesque,
principal
Chair sponsored by
Robert Moseley
Leslie Collins-Rose, acting
associate principal
Colleen Hunter, acting
assistant principal
Chair sponsored by
Peggy & Walt Peschel
Leslie Collins-Rose
Sponsored by
Anonymous in memory
of Maud Gallagher
Tessa Day
Bayley Ginnaty Mickolio

CELLO

Adam Collins, principal
Chair sponsored by
Demetra Lambros &
Michael Duffy

David Harmswort, acting

associate principal
Chair sponsored by Louisa
& Paul Axelrod Family
Charitable Foundation

JULIA TAI, Music Director

Music Director’s Chair sponsored by Rick & Diana Nash

Marley Ball, acting assistant
principal
Sponsored by
Anonymous
Bethany Joyce

DOUBLE BASS
Joel Schnackel, principal

Chair sponsored by

Alice & Richard Dailey
Ryan Davis, associate
principal

Chair sponsored by
Amber & Lans Richardson

FLUTE

Joanna Martin Berg, principal
Chair sponsored by
Laura & Mark
Haythornthwaite

PICCOLO

Julia Vasquez-Tate
Sponsored by
Mary Ann Oberhaus

OBOE

Susi Stipich, principal
Chair sponsored by
Jennifer & Ben Yonce

ENGLISH HORN

Emily Fink, principal
Chair sponsored by
Carolyn & John Snively

CLARINET
Christopher Kirkpatrick,
principal
Chair sponsored by
Charla & Don Murray

BASSOON

Alicia Brischli, principal
Chair sponsored by
Jean & Bill Woessner

TENOR SAXOPHONE
Jesse Dochnahl

HORN
Shannon M. Kerrigan,
principal
Chair sponsored by
Betsy & Warren Wilcox

TRUMPET

Brendan McGlynn, principal
Chair sponsored by
Tom Boone

TROMBONE

Rob Tapper, principal
Chair sponsored by Amber
& Robert Ball

EUPHONIUM
Jethro Thorne

TUBA

Benedict Kirby, principal
Chair sponsored by
NDG, LLC

TIMPANI
Jake Ransom, acting
principal
Chair sponsored by Robin
Kendall & Amelia Tallman

PERCUSSION
Hannah Ransom, acting
assistant principal
Chair sponsored by
Sharon Snavely
PIANO
Jessica Hall, acting principal
Chair sponsored by
Twila Wolfe

HARP
Angela Espinosa, acting
principal
Chair sponsored by Maria
& Peter van Loben Sels

GUITAR/MANDOLIN
Michael Videon

LIBRARIAN
Suzanne Hartzell

PERSONNEL MANAGER
Jason Bell

STAGE MANAGER
Olivia Adams

*Members of the string sections
are listed alphabetically. Seating
is rotated for each concert.

+Missoula Symphony Scholarship
Recipients
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LANDSCAPE

A division of

Pro Sweep Plus

(406) 721-3665
prosweepmt.com

Proud to be a Season Sponsor of the
Missoula Symphony Orchestra & Chorale
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The Missoula Symphony Association is a member of the
Montana Association of Symphony Orchestras.

The MSA is grateful to the following patrons for their generous gifts. Listed below are contributions of $100 or more

within 12 months of August 31, 2026. We apologize for any omissions or errors.

SEASON SPONSORS
PSP Landscaping & Design
Whitefish Credit Union

CONCERT SPONSORS

Allegra: Print-Mail-Signs-
Promo

Blackfoot Communications

Phyllis and Bill Bouchee

D A Davidson

DeMarios Buick-GMC-
Mercedes

First Security Bank
Flaherty Financial Services

Garlington Lohn & Robinson
PLLP

Good Food Store

Langel & Associates PC
Brian Eicholtz, Merrill Lynch
Erik Johnston, Merrill Lynch
Missoulian

Missoula Downtown
Partnership

Muralt’s Travel Plaza
NorthWestern Energy

Marsh McLennan Agency
SG Long Financial

Stockman Bank

The Washington Companies

Dennis and Phyllis
Washington Foundation

GUEST ARTIST SPONSORS

Coldwell Banker Commercial
Drew Ward Warne
Advisory Agency

Cay and John Drew

Laura and Mark
Haythornthwaite

Sandy Sheppard

Jim Valeo

MUSIC DIRECTOR’S CHAIR
SPONSOR

Diana & Rick Nash

CHORALE CONDUCTOR'S
CHAIR SPONSOR

Maria & Peter van Loben Sels
BACKSTAGE PASS LUNCHEON
SPONSOR

745 West Alder Gallery

TICKET SPONSOR

Park Side Credit Union

SYMPHONY IN THE PARK

RECEPTION SPONSOR

First Security Bank

YOUTH EDUCATION PROGRAM

SPONSOR/SUPPORTERS

Bill & Rosemary Gallagher
Foundation

Linda and Scott Hale

Llewellyn Foundation

Missoula Public Library

Max and Betty Swanson
Foundation

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS

Edgewater Missoula

STAGE DECORATIONS
Caras Nursery

GRANT RECOGNITION

First Interstate Bank

Missoula County

Montana Association of
Symphony Orchestras

COMMUNITY

COLLABORATIONS

Arts Missoula

Bitterroot Performing Arts
Council

Logjam Presents

Missoula Children’s Theatre

Opera Montana

MAESTRA ($25,000+)
Kay and William Cook
Carol Garlington Estate

Grinnell Family Fund of the
Minneapolis Foundation

Laura and Mark
Haythornthwaite -
Principal Flute

Sophie Lambros
Kathy Veazey
Phyllis Whitsell

CONCERTMASTER
($10,000-$24,999)
Jane and Steven Bahls

Missoula Community
Foundation

Diana and Rick Nash — Music
Director’s Chair

Maria and Peter van Loben
Sels — Principal Harp &
Chorale Director Chairs

ORCHESTRA ($5,000-$9,999)

Tom Boone - Principal
Trumpet

Barbara and Craig Burns

Alice and Dick Dailey

Demetra Lambros and
Michael Duffey — Principal
Cello

Linda and Scott Hale - Section
Oboe

Michael Irwin and Christopher
Carr — Concertmaster &
Section Cello

Donna and Don McCammon

Mark M and Beth A Miller -
Section Double Bass

Betty Miller

John Sargent Jr Estate

Stephen Speckart and
Patricia Forsberg

Jim Valeo

Twila Wolfe - Principal Piano

BENEFECTOR ($1,000-$4,999)

Anonymous — Section Viola in
memory of Maud
Gallagher

Louisa and Paul Axelrod
Family Charitable
Foundation — Assistant
Principal Cello & Violin in
honor of Suzanne Hartzell

Robert and Amber Ball -
Principal Trombone

Janet Bean-Dochnahl
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Deann Birnel

Michael Boehme

Candice Boyer

MaryEllen Campbell
Rebecca Canfield-Perkowski
Joan Chesebro

Harry Croft

Rae Lynn and Frank D’Angelo
Joan Delasaux

Cay and John Drew

Judith Ann Friedman
Garden City Funeral Home
Sue & Peter Graf

Joel Jacobson and Heather
Grotbo

Margie and Steve Grinnell
Barbara and Curtis Hesler
Colleen Hunter

Dori and Bill Johnston

Daniel Kemmis and Jean
Larson

Robin Kendall and Amelia
Tallman - Timpani/
Percussion

Becks and Grant Kier
Christine and Paul Kilzer
Anita Kurtz-Magee

Dorothea and George P
Lambros

Jo-Ann Lange

Sharon and Gerald Marks -
Associate Concertmaster

Lillian A McCammon —
Section Clarinet

William Mckay
Sandra and Jeff Miller
Mary and Duane Moe

Charla and Donald Murray —
Principal Clarinet

NDG, LLC - Principal Tuba
Marge Nordin
Mary Ann Oberhaus - Piccolo

Peggy and Walt Peschel -
Assistant Viola

Pershing Phillips
The Polen Family

Mark Pershouse and Liz
Putnam

Jonathan Qualben

Kirk and Kimberly Reid
Amber & Lans Richardson
Gay Rushmer

Joanna Shelton
Sandy Sheppard

Sharon Snavely — Percussion
in memory of Don Snavely

Carolyn and John Snively —
Principal English Horn

Deirdre Swanson

Herbert Swick

Susan Talbot

Martha B and Russell Thayer

Betty Thisted — Assistant
Concertmaster

Kathy Turner

Janet Whaley and Phil
Hamilton

Betsy and Warren Wilcox —
Principal French Horn

Alice & Clem Williams
Wes Wilson

Jean and William Woessner —
Principal Bassoon

Nancy Thompson &
Dale Woohiser

Dinah Woods - Section
French Horn

Jennifer and Ben Yonce —
Principal Oboe

CONTRIBUTOR ($750-$999)
Deirdre Flaherty

Ann and Gary Libecap
Robin and Nick Nichols

Julie and Vinnie Pavlish

Sue & Mark Williams

PATRON ($500-$749)
Anonymous

Bank of Montana

Big Dipper

Rachel Ballard

Ed and Marilyn Bartlett
Patrick Beatty

Barbara and Joe Brinig
Jan and Brian Dougherty
Teresa and Matt Drew
Mary and Royce Engstrom
Louise and Michael Flanagan
Mara and Bob Galliani
Shelley and Tim Geiszler
Renie Gibson

Carolyn Goren

Chuck Gropper

John and Laura Heit
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Nancy and Doug Heyer
Deborah and Terry Johnson
Wendy and Keith Kuhn
Karen Lacey

Sue and Dave McCormack
Sandy Mitchell

James Noon

Kim Reineking

Sandra Roe

Kathy Roth

Kristen Sohlberg

Polly Steed

Carol and Dale Stovall
Nat and Margo Sturgis
Julia Tai

Shannon Tanaka

Phyllis and Larry Topp
Janette Turbak

Jeanne Werner

Ruth and Dan Wimberly
Carol Word

Barbara Zellmer

ASSOCIATE ($250-$499)
Janet Allison

Susan L and Vaughn
Anderson

David and Ana Aronofsky

Cynthia and Raymond Aten

Charlotte Bahin

Kenneth & Sharee Ballinger

Steve Bell

Craig Benjamin

Chuck Leonard and Melissa
Blunt

Gary Bowman

Octavio Cantu

Karen Orzech and Lance
Collister

Elizabeth Conklin

Debbie and Brad Dantic
Kathy & Brian Derry
Cynthia Fulks

Andrew and Angela George
Mary and Donald Gillespie
Deb Stapley-Graham
Lauren Gregoire

Anne Guest

Christopher Hahn

Leslie and Mike Halligan
Steve Hesla



Nancy & Doug Heyer
William James

Jazzoula

Tomi Kent

Sara Schultz Levesque
Ellen and Peter McKenzie
Patti and Scott McKenzie

Karen Adams and
Christopher Muste

Kaia Peterson

Kitte Robins

Robert Schurr

Michael Silverglat

Rob Sterling

Christiane Von Reichert
Sarah and William Towle
Bruce Whitehead

The Wild Weenie

Sharon and Dean Yould

MEMBER ($100-$249)

Nuket and Jon Anders

Mary Archibald

Sharee and Kenneth Ballinger
Barbara Bekken

Christi Beltramo

Susan Israel and Tom Bensen
Kyle Bocinsky

Brenda Bolton

Rose-Marie Bowman

Keolani and Robert Brewer
Alicia Brischli

Lorraine and Steve Carlson
Cindy and Gary Chumrau
Graham Cobb

Debra Crawford

Tom Daer

Eldie DeCou

Grady Dutton

Donna Erickson and John
Koenig

Suzanne Frey and Russ Read

John Phillip Garrity

Patricia Gibson

Carol and Keith Glaes

Kendrick Goodian

Wendy Grace

Groove Solventless

William Haffey

Devin Harbour

Carol Hayes

Sharon and Bob Hinshaw
Richard Humphreys
Jeffrey Jacobs

Mark Jaqua

Joan Johnston

Erin Jones

Terri Kendrick

Katie Kimmel

Marlene Koch

Sandy and Steve Kratville
Linda and Richard Lacey
Wendy Lambert

Nancy and Robert Lechelt
Beth and Paul Loehnen

Susannah and Ronald
Madeen

Andrew Massie

Kathy and Ward McCaughey
Edith and Darrell McNenny
Lynn Metcalf

Gerald Mueller

Holly Mullen

Robert Ogg

Kathleen Ort and John
Duffield

Susan Paceley

Diana Pacini and Kevin Nally
Pelz Montana

Dorothy and Dean Peterson
Celeste Pogachar

Paul Policastro

Susan Raub

Caren and Chuck Reaves
Elisabeth Rice

Linda Richnow

Sharon Rigg

JoAnne Robbins

Linda Rockwell

Sally Rosenkranz

Kay Salmonson

Jo May and Brian Salonen
Dianna Schmid

Nancy Seldin

Jeanne and Dennis
Simmerman

Brea Skinner

Jane Kapler Smith
Kathleen Snodgrass
Mary Lou Stergios
Linda Stoudt

Michael Strawbridge
Sally Tibbs

Top Hat

Frances M Tucker

Betty Venom Vintage
Deron Wade

Mysta and Stewart Ward
Patricia and Roger Wegner
Greg and Debra Weller
Jen Wendel

Kathleen Whetzel

Jason Williams

MEMORIAL DONATIONS

The following donations have
been made to the MSA in
memory of loved ones in the
past 12 months:

Barbara Bekken, in memory of
Charlotte and Arnold Bekken

Carol Garlington Estate, in
memory of Carol Garlington

Patricia Gibson, in memory of
Sally Daer

Bob Hinshaw, in memory of
Sharon Hinshaw

Colleen Hunter, in memory of
Peter Dayton

Katie Kimmel, in memory of
lan Lange

Holly Mullen, in memory of
Elizabeth Ellis

Amber and Lans Richardson,
in memory of Virginia Vinal
Linda Stoudt, in memory of
Jeff Vandergrift

Sarah and William Towle, in
memory of Everett Leitzke and
James Howie

Kathy Turner, in memory of
Carolyn Valacich
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Artwork by Claire Emery
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SAVE THE DATE

CELEBRATING THE BLACKFOOT:
The Story of Montana's Iconic River

Norman Maclean Literary Festival

March 12-13, 2027

The Wilma & other Missoula Locations

The 2027 Norman Maclean Literary Festival will
be a celebration of rivers, placing our beloved
Blackfoot River in the spotlight.

Featured speakers include:
David James Duncan (The River Why)

David Quammen (The Song of the Dodo)
Annick Smith (A River Runs Through It, the movie)
Archeologists Sara Scott and Tim Ryan (CSKT)
Chris Dombrowski (The River You Touch)
Richard Manning (One Round River)

Tracy Stone-Manning, President, The Wilderness Society
Jack Wright (Saving the Big Sky)

In the Footsteps of

Norman Maclean
a literary festival

www.macleanfootsteps.com
A production of Alpine Artisans, Inc.
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Montana Brewery of the Year!

233 W. Main St.
Open Everyday
11 am-close




Opera Montana
Special Thanks

Many individuals and organizations came together to foster the development of this
work and full production. We are eternally grateful for their insights and assistance.

John Maclean

Rocky Mountain Hat Company,
John Morris

Headwaters Bamboo, David Rogers
Brickhouse Creative, David Thompson
Stillwater Strategies, Jason Smith
National Sawdust

Seagle Festival

Pecha Kucha

Bozeman Film Society

Glenda Singer and John Ludin,
The Ellen Theatre

Julie Seitel

Norman Huynh and Jacob Blaser,
Bozeman Symphony Orchestra

Fred Van Dyke

Don and Nan McKinney

Mark and Molly Foss

Joel Jahnke

Tom and Mary Jo Glanville

Matt, Kelcee, Eleanor and June Murphy
G. E. Swearingen

Rosemadre “Dot” Stephens

Alexis Dolese, Dolese Woodworks
Daniel Harvala, Dan’s Vans

Michael Everts, MSU School of
Architecture

Dr. Dustin Perry, MSU College of
Agriculture

Montana ProAudio

Shane Lalani Center for the Arts
Per Saari

Bunyan Bugs built by John Beth
Generals tied by Gary A. Borger

Deborah Brevoort

Rick Bass

John Zirkle

David Weinstein

Erik Pearson

Reginald Mead

Bigger Fish, Unlimited, Blythe Beaubien
Jodi Allison-Bunnell
Doralyn Rossmann

MSU Library

Eric Funk

Dean Adams

Jessica Hall

Morgan Communications

LIBRETTO WORKSHOP CAST
Joe Faifer - Norman

Riley O'Toole - Paul

Pam Bierly Jusino - Clara
John Hosking - John

Kate Britton - Jessie

Emily Hawkins - Heidi

Colton Swibold - Neal

NATIONAL SAWDUST CAST
Trevor Martin - Norman

Paul Bessenbacher - Paul
Cristina Maria Castro - Jessie
Kate Morton - Heidi

Brian Wallin - Neal
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Thank You, Caras Nursery,

for the stage decorations.

Caras%

NURSERY « GREENHOUSE

2727 S3RD STW
(406) 543-3333
Corosnursey.com

Be Part of
the MUSIC.

There’s more than one way to
support the Missoula Symphony.

CONCERT SPONSORSHIPS

Ranging from $500-$6,500

Help bring unforgettable performances
to the stage.

CHAIR SPONSORSHIPS

Ranging from $1,200-$2,500

Support the talented musicians who
bring the music to life.

Find the way that speaks to you. Contact

3 Teresa Drew at (406) 721-3194 or
teresa@missoulasymphony.org to learn more.

MISSOULA SYMPHONY

ORCHESTRA & CHORALE

Proud supporters of The Missoula Symphony
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PRESIDENT
Bill Johnston

VICE PRESIDENT
Dave Wall

TREASURER
Mark Haythornthwaite

SECRETARY
Melyssa Polen

PAST PRESIDENT
Scott Billadeau

DIRECTORS

Robert Ball

Michael Bohner
Alicia Brischli

John B Drew

Deirdre Flaherty
Andrew George
Mark Heyka

Theresa Johnson
Vinnie Pavlish

Katie Seidenschwarz
Deborah Stapley-Graham
Jim Valeo

Matt Watts

Sue Williams

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Julia Tai

CHORALE DIRECTOR
Dean Peterson

EMERITUS BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Tom Boone
Robert Homer
Caryl Klein
Sophie Lambros
Carol Seim
Marci Valeo

MISSOULA SYMPHONY

STAFF

CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER
Peter McKenzie

CHIEF DEVELOPMENT OFFICER
Teresa Drew

PERSONNEL & BOX OFFICE MANAGER
Jason Bell

EDUCATION COORDINATOR
Marley Ball

UM/MSA STRING CAMP DIRECTOR
Sylvia Allen Oman

LIBRARIAN
Suzanne Hartzell

CHORALE LIBRARIAN
Abigail Carey

CHORALE ACCOMPANIST
Dorothy Beck Peterson

SOCIAL MEDIA COORDINATOR
Olivia Adams
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MISSOULA SYMPHONY

ORCHESTRA & CHORALE

Thank
You!

Guest Artist Sponsor

Robin
Kendall
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS STAFF

PRESIDENT
Matthew Rognlie

VICE PRESIDENT
Yetta Stein

TREASURER
Corey Getchell

SECRETARY
Brian Rossmann

DIRECTORS

Dr. Graham Austin
Doug Badenoch
Diane Brawner
David Dreher

Dr. Walter Fleming
Clinton Gerst
Mikey Gray

John Kauffman
Matt Rognlie
Martha Sellers
Richard Wolff

HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS
Robyn Erlenbush

Jane Hodges

Dennis Wentz

ADVISORY BOARD
Angella Ahn
Doug Badenoch
Jason Bolte
Lukas Graf
Carrie Krause
Helen Mulroney
Sally O'Neill
David Spencer
Jane Spencer
May Vaughan
Rick Wentz

GENERAL DIRECTOR
Susan Miller

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Michael Sakir

DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR
Genevieve Trygstad- Burke

COMPANY MANAGER
Charlotte Mae Ellison

EDUCATION DIRECTOR
Emerald Hart-Ullman

GRAPHIC DESIGN
Abigail McMillan

BOOKKEEPER
Diane Eagleson

ADMINISTRATIVE INTERN
Ella Daniels

PRODUCTION VOLUNTEERS
Alan Pawlik

Matt Rognlie

Kris Stewart

Seamus Stewart

CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE

Thanks to our dedicated Campaign
Committee for the guidance,
support, and hard work throughout
Our Watershed Moment:

Doug Badenoch
Sarah Davies-Tilt
Walter Fleming
Kristen Grimm
Martha Sellers
Joe Schumacher
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NP AR I Lol MASTERWO
Date

0CT. 24 & 25, 2026

SEASON SPONSORS

Whitefish EI=p
RVE CREDIT UNION | ANDSCAPE

TICKETS Esar ° M o &
Scan Fo purchase, or call % 41 40 3 ln uSlc
the Missoula Symphony -

office at (406) 721-3104 JULIA TAI MUSIC DIRECTOR

The Way It Was Meant to Be Heard.

Rediscover the Missoula Symphony .
in its full brilliance. Call today to (O Hearlng Center
schedule your hearing consultation. Q

406.519.5156 & 401

Missoula « 700 W Kent Ave | \ " !

RockyMountainENTCenter.com S q.
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KeepThe
Music Alive

When you sponsor a chair, you honor our individual musician’s
exceptional dedication and effort, while helping to sustain high
standards of professional support for our named chair musicians.

Chair sponsor benefits include:

*Recognition in each concert program book

«Invitation to Backstage Pass luncheons
and other special events

«Opportunity to meet and visit with your
sponsored musician at concerts

Thank you to our chair sponsors for their crucial support of our musicians

CHAIR SPONSORS

Music Director
Diana & Rick Nash

Chorale Director
Maria & Peter
van Loben Sels

Concertmaster
Michael Irwin &
Christopher Carr

Associate Concertmaster
Sharon & Gerald Marks

Assistant Concertmaster
Betty Thisted

Section Violin

Louisa & Paul Axelrod
Family Charitable
Foundation

Principal 2nd Violin
Laura Patterson

Principal Viola
Robert Moseley

Assistant Principal Viola
Peggy & Walt Peschel

Section Viola
Anonymous in memory
of Maud Gallagher

Principal Cello
Demetra Lambros &
Michael Duffy

Associate Principal Cello
Louisa & Paul Axelrod
Family Charitable
Foundation

Section Cello
Michael Irwin &
Christopher Carr

Section Cello
Anonymous

Principal Double Bass
Alice & Richard Dailey

Associate Principal
Double Bass
Amber & Lans Richardson

Section Double Bass
Mark & Beth Miller

Principal Flute
Laura & Mark
Haythornthwaite

Piccolo
Mary Ann Oberhaus

Principal Oboe
Jennifer & Ben Yonce

Section Oboe
Linda & Scott Hale

Principal Clarinet
Charla & Don Murray

Section Clarinet
Lillian A. McCammon

Principal Bassoon
Jean & Bill Woessner

Principal English Horn
Carolyn & John Snively

Principal French Horn
Betsy & Warren Wilcox

Section French Horn
Dinah Woods

Principal Trumpet
Tom Boone

Principal Trombone
Amber & Robert Ball

Principal Tuba
NDG, LLC

Timpani/Percussion
Robin Kendall &
Amelia Tallman

Assistant Principal
Percussion
Sharon Snavely

Piano
Twila Wolfe

Harp
Maria & Peter van
Loben Sels
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Great Music

Please consider the Missoula Symphony Association
in your Planned Giving.

BEQUESTS

Please consider naming the Missoula Symphony Association
(MSA) in your will and/or trust.

RETIREMENT FUND GIFT

IRA contributions can be made directly to the MSA, are not taxable
to the donor and the MSA receives the full amount of your gift.*

ENDOWMENT TAX CREDIT

The Missoula Symphony Association has a permanent
endowment to provide financial stability for decades to come.
Under Montana law, a contribution to our endowment can benefit
you with a very generous tax credit.*

*Subject to federal and state tax regulations

For more information on leaving a cultural legacy, please contact

the MSA office at (406) 721-3194 or teresa@missoulasymphony.org.
(Your legal, tax and financial advisor(s) can help you accomplish your
philanthropic & estate planning goals.)
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Support the Missoula
Symphony Today!

O I've enclosed my tax-deductible gift to the Missoula Symphony

O Maestra = $25,000 O Contributor = $750-$999
O Concertmaster = $10,000-$24,999 O Patron = $500-$749

O Orchestra = $5,000-$9,999 O Associate = $250-$499
O Benefactor = $1,000-$4,999 O Member = $100-$249

Visit missoulasymphony.org and click the Support Us button
to find out more ways to give.

The Missoula Symphony Association is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization,
federal tax ID #81-0290730. All donations are 100% tax-deductible.

METHOD OF PAYMENT
O Check (enclosed) O Credit Card (VISA, MasterCard or Discover)
CONTACT & TICKET INFORMATION

Name:

Address:

City/State/Zip:

Phone: Email:

If paying by credit card, please fill out the information below:

Name on card:

Signature:

Credit Card #:

Billing Zip Code: Exp: CVV/CVC Code:
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presents
at the Hamitton Performing Arts Center
10.10.26 Sons of Serendip
11.21.26 Lao Tizer Band
01.23.27 Repertory Dance Theatre ¥
{ 02.20.27 Piano Battle

03.06.27 Sam Reider &
the Human Hands

04.10.27 Luca Stricagnoli

<
Bitterroot
g § Performmg
Arts ne
PLUS: MISSOULA SYMPHONY's HOLIDAY POPS! CONCERT 12.06.26
www.bitterrootperformingarts.org
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EDUCATION & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

For more than 40 years, education and community engagement have

been at the heart of the Missoula Symphony Association’s mission. That
commitment has grown steadily under the stewardship of Music Director,
Julia Tai. This season the Missoula Symphony Association is proud to present
the following programs throughout the region:

SYMPHONY KIDS AT THE MISSOULA PUBLIC LIBRARY
Julia Tai presents a series of four mini concerts that help children explore the elements
of music and the instruments of the orchestra. These engaging and hands-on
programs feature Symphony musicians and guest artists.
11:00 AM - 12:00 PM AT THE MISSOULA PUBLIC LIBRARY IMAGINARIUM
Saturday, September 19, 2026 | Saturday, October 17, 2026
Saturday, March 6, 2027 | Saturday, April 17, 2027

BRANCH LIBRARY CONCERTS
Small ensembles of Symphony members perform mini-concerts in Missoula County'’s
rural communities during the summer months.

STUDENT NIGHT AT DRESS REHEARSAL
Students and families are invited to join the Symphony for the dress rehearsal
preceding each Masterworks Concert, enhanced by educational materials and a short
talk by Music Director, Julia Tai.
7:00 PM - 10:00 PM AT THE DENNISON THEATRE
Friday, September 18, 2026 | Friday, October 23, 2026
Friday, March 5, 2027 | Friday, April 16, 2027

DOWNBEAT LOWDOWN
A free pre-concert talk before each of our Masterworks concerts with Music Director,
Julia Tai.

SYMPHONY IN THE SCHOOLS
Symphony musicians visit Missoula-area middle schools and high schools to perform
and coach music students.

MISSOULA YOUTH SYMPHONY SIDE-BY-SIDE

Music Director, Julia Tai works with the Missoula Youth Symphony during their
rehearsals, and members of MYS perform alongside the Missoula

Symphony in a Masterworks concert. E

For more information, visit missoulasymphony.org/education
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Service
Through Music

Opera Montana creates and inspires community and collaboration through world class
opera, musical theatre, and educational engagement. We want to become known as a
company that creates great art while serving the community. And how better for us to
serve the community than through what we're best at - vocal music? Here are just a few
ways of how we live that mission every year.

The Opera Montana Veterans Chorus

When we produced Zach Redler and Jerre Dye's The Falling and the Rising in 2022, we
were fortunate to get to cast a local military chorus to sing a stirring anthem at the end
of the show. The show eventually ended, but we couldn't let the relationships end with it.

A year later, the Opera Montana Veterans Chorus was formed to celebrate service
through song and to create connections among many generations of veterans. Since
their formation, the chorus has performed during parades, during MSU’s military
appreciation games, and even during a preshow at Montana Shakespeare in the
Parks. Last season alone, the Veterans Chorus reached nearly 8,000 people during their
performances.

One benefit of the Veterans Chorus is the option of free voice lessons with a local teacher.
Several members have taken advantage of this benefit, honing their skills for their own
personal benefit and for the greater good of the chorus.

This season, the Opera Montana Veterans Chorus will perform in their biggest concert to
date! Hear them join forces with Belgrade’s Second String Orchestra and a community
choir to perform, O Man Greatly Beloved at Hope Lutheran Church on Thursday,
November 5. The concert is free to the public, and any donations collected will support
a local Veteran Service Organization.
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Wheels of Harmony

Wheels of Harmony (WOH) is Opera Montana’s school tour that features Indigenous
music and culture. Entering its fifth season this fall, WOH travels to mostly rural and
underserved schools in Montana. Artists share traditional music from their respective
Tribes, western opera and musical theatre, and new music by Indigenous composers.
Last year, the tour reached over 3,600 students!

In response to a request from both the artists and the students, this year, we're investing
in a longer-term relationship with students from Lame Deer Junior High on the Northern
Cheyenne reservation. A group of students will travel to Bozeman to attend A River Runs
Through It and speak with the composer, Zach Redler about his work. Then, between
November 10-12, Wheels of Harmony artists will conduct a three-day residency in the
same students’ classrooms. They will work together on composition - words and music
with Wheels artists and former Montana poet laureate, Tami Haaland. The Lame Deer
residency will complement our regular season of one-day visits to other rural and Tribal
schools and communities around the state.

If you live in Bozeman and would like to see Wheels of Harmony for yourself, please check
us out at XY Planning Network on Friday, November 13. The concert is free to the public.

\l

Youth Opera Program

The best time to plant a tree was twenty years ago. The second best time is now.
The same philosophy holds true for Opera Montana’s nascent Youth Opera Program.
Beginning in September, young people in grades 6-9 will meet weekly with youth
chorus director, Jessica Graf. There, they'll receive foundational music education and
performance opportunities. Additionally, they'll receive a master class from one of
Opera Montana’'s incredible guest artists. This fall, that guest artist is Julliard graduate,
Kate Morton, a citizen of the Cherokee Nation. Kate will have just concluded touring with
Wheels of Harmony. She spent her summer playing Ado Annie in Francesca Zambello's
Glimmerglass production of Oklahoma! An avid participant in Youth Choir programs
herself, Kate is an example of how starting young can pay dividends in the long run for
young singers.

Registration for the Youth Opera Program’s spring semester is open now! Semester-long
participation costs $400/student, but discounts are available for siblings. Scholarships
are also available for qualifying applicants. For questions, please contact Education
Director, Emerald Hart-Ullman at emerald@operamontana.org

Many thanks to the M.J. Murdock Charitable Foundation for their support of the Education
Director position and the Youth Opera Program start up costs!

More information about all of our programs can be found at
OperaMontana.org
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Continuing the grand tradition of the Missoula Symphony Guild, the Missoula
Symphony Scholarship Fund is dedicated to providing scholarships for
outstanding University of Montana music students who play in the Missoula
Symphony Orchestra or sing in the Missoula Symphony Chorale.

This year, the Missoula Symphony Association will award more than $35,000

in scholarships to ten talented young musicians. This important commitment is
made possible through the generosity of the individuals listed below, whose
support directly funds these scholarships. Our 2026-2027 scholarship recipients
are noted on the Orchestra Roster with a “+” sign.

SCHOLARSHIP FUND SUPPORTERS

The MSA is grateful to the following patrons for their generous gifts. Listed
below are contributions of $100 or more within 12 months of August 31, 2026.
We apologize for any omissions or errors.

PRESTISSIMO ($1,000+) ALLEGRO ($100-$249)
Kay & William Cook Debbie & Brad Dantic*
Alice & Dick Dailey Great Divide Physical Therapy
John Sargent Jr Estate Deborah & Terry Johnson
Linda & Scott Hale Marlene Koch*
Charla & Donald Murray* Patti & Scott McKenzie
Maria & Peter van Loben Sels Lynn Metcalf
Jim Valeo* Deirdre Swanson

Sarah & William Towle*
PRESTO ($500-$999) Mysta & Stewart Ward*

Deirdre Flaherty

Anita Kurtz-Magee*
James Noon

Walt & Peggy Peschel*
Jean & William Woessner

LEGACY

Steve & Jane Bahls
Sophie & Dan Lambros*
Betty Thisted*

VIVACE ($250-$499)

Sandra & Jeff Miller *=past member of historic
Kitte Robins* Missoula Symphony Guild
Kathy Turner*

Carol Word*

To be a part of the Missoula Symphony Scholarship Fund, contact the Symphony
Office at (406) 721-3194, or mail a check payable to Missoula Symphony
Scholarship Fund to PO Box 8301, Missoula 59807. Donations are 100% tax-
deductible.

MISSOULA SYMPHONY ASSOCIATION



SCHOLARSHIP FUND SUPPORTERS

Cook Family Scholarship

Established in 2020-202], this scholarship is named for Will and Kay Cook. “We are
happy to partner with the University of Montana and The Missoula Symphony
Association to support the growth of music education in Montana and the
cultural enrichment of our city.” 2026-2027 Recipients: AJ Frisque, string bass, Zoe
McLain, violin, Lindsay Abelin, viola, Neveah Killsnight, viola, Riley Fallsdown, cello.

The Florence Reynolds Scholarship
Named for a woman who shared her musical talent, enthusiasm and endless
energy with the MSA for many years. Recipient: Makenzie Grotbo, violin.

The Symphony Guild Presidents’ Scholarship
Named in honor of those women who have given their time and energy as
Presidents of the Missoula Symphony Guild. Recipient: Garon Jones, string bass.

The Joseph Henry Scholarship

Named in honor of our Music Director Emeritus, who retired in 2007 after 21 years
as Music Director of the Missoula Symphony Orchestra. Recipient: Hayley
Bouchard, cello.

The Donald Carey Scholarship
Named in honor of our former Chorale Director who retired in 2006, after 18 years
at his post. Recipient: Seth Griffith, cello.

The Virginia Vinal Scholarship
Named in honor of the longest-serving member of the orchestra, and her
dedication to music and community. Recipient: Moe Kobold, violin.

The Lorraine Andrie Prize

Not a scholarship but a cash award, this prize is presented at the final concert of
each season to a U.M. graduating senior who is deemed a truly outstanding and
dedicated orchestra member. Named in honor of the founding leader of the
Guild. Recipient: William (Danger) Gersh, percussion.

The Steve and Jane Bahls Scholarship

Established by Steve and Jane Bahls in 2023. The Steve and Jane Bahls
scholarship recognizes an outstanding music student who performs in the
Missoula Symphony Orchestra or in the Missoula Symphony Chorale. Recipient:
Maxim Kolberg.
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A RIVER RUNS THROUGH IT

Commissioned, developed, and premiered by Opera Montana
With funding from
Carol Glenn & Sal Lalani
Drs. Dennis & Anne Wentz
Ron Lerner, “in loving memory of my wife, Jane”

SEASON SPONSORS

Diane Brawner
Freeman Family Foundation

A RIVER RUNS THROUGH IT
PRODUCTION SPONSORS

ERA Landmark Real Estate/Robyn & Orville Erlenbush
Montana State University
National Endowment for the Arts
OPERA America/The Opera Fund
Trust for Public Land

A RIVER runs rurouen m
ORCHESTRA SPONSORS

Delaney & Company
Eventgroove
Sweet Pea Festival

HOUSING AND VEHICLE SPONSORS

Thank you to the following individuals for providing welcoming homes
and transportation for our visiting artists:

Diana Blank Marc Paffhausen Richard Wolff &

Shelley Henry Kirsten, Jonathan, & Janel Carino

Marjorie Smith Ella Daniels Suzanne & John

Sylvia & Robb Miller Barbara Prescott Swietnicki

Kris Stewart Jeanne Moe Dede & Carson Taylor

Gretchen Minton, Kevin Kay & Ray Campeau Barbara Prescott

Brustuen, Elizabeth Wickland John & Martha Kauffman
& Luke Minton Molly Thompson Matt & Juli Rognlie

Sara Aldinger Kristy McVey
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SEASON SPONSORS
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LANDSCAPE £>CREDIT UNION

GUEST ARTIST SPONSOR

Robin Kendall

SEASON SUPPORT
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Montana’s Cultural and
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arts.gov
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Tickets & Showtimes Met Opera: Macbeth

at TheRoxyTheater.org Live: Saturday, October 17
Encore: Monday, October 26

Met Opera: Samson et Dalila Met Opera: The Magic Fiute
Live: Saturday, December 5 Live: Saturday, December 12
Encore: Monday, December 14

Montana Curaous?

@ Montana Public Radio mtpr.org
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An encore beyond
the symphony

On stage, in our communities, and
in every member relationship. Local
experts. Friendly faces. The best
place to save and borrow.

Whitefish
<A¢>CREDIT UNION
‘\:—A

1645 Russell Street, Missoula | whitefishcu.com
Federally insured by NCUA.
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The University of Montana’s Dennison Theatre and School
of Music are proud to serve as home to the Missoula
Symphony Orchestra & Chorale. This dynamic partnership
between our organizations delivers professional musical
opportunities to our students and provides engaging
musical experiences for the Missoula community.

UNIVERSITY OF

MONTANA




