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Carlos Simon……………………………………………….............................................................................……………… The Block

Erich Wolfgang Korngold…………………………………...................…… Violin Concerto in D major, Op. 35

I.	 Moderato nobile
II.	 Romance: Andante
III.	 Allegro assai vivace

Tien-Hsin Cindy Wu, violin

Intermission

Modest Mussorgsky……………….................……. Pictures at an Exhibition (orch. Maurice Ravel)

		  Promenade—
I.	 The Gnome
		  Promenade—
II.	 The Old Castle
		  Promenade—
III.	 Tuileries (Children’s Quarrel after Games)
IV.	 Bydło (Cattle)
		  Promenade—
V.	 Ballet of the Unhatched Chicks
VI.	 “Samuel” Goldenberg and Schmuÿle
VII.	 Limoges at the Market
VIII.	 Catacombs (Roman Tomb)
		  Promenade: With the Dead in a Dead Language
IX.	 The Hut on Fowl’s Legs (Baba Yaga)
X.	 The Great Gate of Kiev

The Missoula Symphony Association Presents 

JULIA TAI , Music Director
TIEN-HSIN CINDY WU , violin

PICTURESIN MUSIC
October 24, 7:30 PM & October 25, 3:00 PM

72nd Season, 2026-2027

THE MISSOULA SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

Concert SponsorSeason Sponsors

Guest Artist Sponsor: Sandy Sheppard 
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Dear Missoula Symphony Friends,

As we continue this remarkable season, we are reminded how 
deeply our music is connected to you. Opening our performance 
year with Symphony in the Park followed by Symphony on 
the River demonstrated our commitment to Missoula and our 
supporters beyond our wonderful Dennison Theatre attendees. 
Our recent Masterworks 1 and our collaboration with Opera 
Montana with A River Runs Through It ensured an impressive 
continuation of our season.

More broadly, each performance is shaped not only by Music 
Director Julia Tai, Chorale Director Dean Peterson, and our 
musicians’ passion, but also by the energy, curiosity, and 
commitment you bring to the concerts. Your support helps us explore new horizons, honor 
beloved traditions, and share moments of inspiration that linger long after the final note 
fades.

We are delighted to welcome you to this performance and grateful to have you with us as 
the season unfolds. Thank you for being part of our symphony family and for ensuring this 
wonderful journey continues.

Bill Johnston
MSA Board President

President’s Message
Bill Johnston 
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Praised by the Seattle Times as “poised yet 
passionate,” Julia Tai is one of today’s most 
dynamic and engaging conductors on the 
international stage. In November 2020, she 
became the first female music director in the 
Missoula Symphony Orchestra’s history. Her 
career has led to acclaimed performances 
and rehearsals with the American Youth 
Symphony, Bakersfield Symphony, Bohuslav 
Martinu Philharmonic (Czech Republic), Boise 
Philharmonic, Brandenburger Symphoniker 
(Germany), Estonian National Youth Symphony 
(Estonia), Idaho Falls Symphony, Jackson 
Symphony, Lake Washington Symphony, 
Lexington Philharmonic, New Symphony 
Orchestra (Bulgaria), Orquesta Filarmónica 
de la UNAM (Mexico), Orquesta Sinfónica 
Juvenil Charlos Chávez (Mexico), Philharmonia 
Northwest, and the Seattle Symphony.

As the Music Director of MSO, Ms. Tai has established a reputation for her creative 
programming and dedication to educational outreach and community partnerships. 
She has premiered new works by Peter Boyer, Anna Clyne, Tim Fain, Vivian Fung, 
Donald O. Johnston, and Pascal Le Boeuf. She has also initiated the Symphony Kids 
concert series at the Missoula Public Library, Missoula Youth Symphony side-by-side 
performances, Student Night at Dress Rehearsals, and Symphony in the Schools, 
sending symphony musicians to local high schools to perform and coach music 
students. She has developed partnerships with organizations such as Five Valley’s Land 
Trust, Missoula Public Library, Montana Natural History Center, and Logjam Presents to 
further deepen MSO’s relationships with its community.

Born in Taipei, Taiwan, Ms. Tai began her violin studies at age four and piano at eight. 
She received her Bachelor and Master of Music degrees from the University of Southern 
California Thornton School of Music, where she was awarded “Outstanding Graduate” 
in 2004. She holds a Doctor of Musical Arts degree in orchestral conducting from the 
University of Washington. She lives with her daughter Natalie, who plays the piano, and 
their dog Humphrey Bear.

Julia Tai
Music Director
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To subscribe call 1-866-839-6397
Or missoulian.com/subscribenow

Your Source for Entertainment News

Proud Supporter
of the Missoula
Symphony
Orchestra and
Chorale
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Tien-Hsin
      Cindy Wu

W E L C O M E

Sandy Sheppard
G U E S T  A R T I S T  S P O N S O R
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Praised by the Seattle Times as “Simply 
marvelous” and Taiwan’s Liberty Times for 
“astonishingly capturing the spirit of the music,” 
violinist Tien-Hsin Cindy Wu enjoys a versatile 
career as a soloist, chamber musician, and 
educator throughout North and South America, 
Europe and Asia. 

Spotlighted as the cover story of Monterey 
County Weekly in September of 2023 and Marie 
Claire Taiwan’s 2004 September issue “Young 
Power”, Cindy has been featured as a soloist 
with orchestras such as the National Symphony 
Orchestra of Taiwan, the Odessa Philharmonic 
Orchestra, and the Russian State Symphony 
Orchestra. Renowned artists with whom she 
has collaborated in concerts include Yefim Bronfman, James Ehnes, Gary Graffman, 
Lynn Harrell, Leila Josefowicz, Kim Kashkashian, Ani and Ida Kavafian, Cho-Liang 
Lin, Anthony Marwood, Midori, Thomas Quasthoff, Yuja Wang, and members of the 
Alban Berg, Brentano, Cleveland, Emerson, Guarneri, Miró, and Tokyo string quartets. 
She frequently performs at the world’s most prominent venues such as the Kennedy 
Center, Library of Congress, Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
Deutsches Theater München, the National Concert Hall of Taiwan, and festivals such 
as Bridgehampton Chamber Music Festival, Great Lakes Chamber Music Festival, La 
Jolla Summerfest, Mainly Mozart, the Marlboro Music Festival, Music@Menlo, and Santa 
Fe Chamber Music Festival. She has also collaborated as a guest violist with Dover, 
Formosa, Johannes, Orion, and Shanghai quartets. 

Cindy is a recipient of many awards including the Milka Violin Artist Prize from the 
Curtis Institute of Music, and third prize at the International Violin Competition of David 
Oistrakh. She taught violin, chamber music, and string pedagogy at the Thornton 
School of Music of the University of Southern California, and has been on faculty 
at the Encore School for Strings, the Curtis Institute of Music’s Young Artist Summer 
Program and Yale School of Music’s Norfolk Chamber Music Festival. Passionate about 
programming, Cindy is the Music Director of New Asia Chamber Music Society, Director 
of Chamber Music at the Hidden Valley Music Seminars, founder of Sunkiss’d Mozart, 
and she has curated programs for the Da Camera Society in Los Angeles as the Artistic 
Partner and Artist in Residence.

Outside of the classical style, Cindy also explores collaborations with artists of other 
genres and innovative visions. Some of which include album, “Bach in Los Angeles” 
with German electric bassist Jacques Bono, performance with actor Alan Alda, 
contemporary American musicians Jeremy Kittel and singer Aoife O’Donovan, and 
multiple recording projects for Spanish film composer Arturo Cardelús. 

Cindy’s teachers include Dorothy DeLay, Victor Danchenko, Midori Goto, Hyo Kang, Ida 
Kavafian, and Steven Tenenbom. She plays on a 1734 Domenico Montagnana violin, 
1918 Stefano Scarampella violin, 2021 Samuel Zygmuntowicz violin, and a 2015 Stanley 
Kiernoziak viola. 

Tien-Hsin Cindy Wu  
             violin 
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JULIA TAI , Music Director
Music Director’s Chair sponsored by Rick & Diana Nash

FIRST VIOLIN
Margaret Nichols Baldridge, 
concertmaster

Chair sponsored by  
Michael Irwin & 
Christopher Carr

Loy Koch, associate 
concertmaster 
     Chair sponsored by  
     Sharon & Gerald Marks
Jason Bell, acting assistant 
concertmaster    
     Chair sponsored by  
     Betty Thisted
Janet Allison
Makenzie Grotbo+
Suzanne Hartzell
	 Sponsored by Louisa 	
	 & Paul Axelrod Family 	
	 Charitable Foundation
Marian Kale
Nancy Lofgren Kohler
Kira Lee
Edwin Mellander

SECOND VIOLIN
Rachel Fellows-Schnackel, 
principal

Chair sponsored by  
Laura Patterson

Moe Kobold+, acting 
associate principal
Pam Hillygus, assistant 
principal
Kenneth Ballinger 
Nikisa Gentry
Will Hunt
Zoe McLain+
Amy Ratzlaf
Patrick Shannon
Beatrice Shimanek

VIOLA
Kathryn Mellander, acting 
principal

Chair sponsored by  
Robert Moseley

Leslie Collins-Rose, acting 
associate principal    
Colleen Hunter, acting 
assistant principal
	 Chair sponsored by 	
	 Peggy & Walt Peschel
Lindsay Abelin+
Leslie Collins-Rose
	 Sponsored by 		
	 Anonymous in memory 
	 of Maud Gallagher
Brett Kaplan
Neveah Killsnight+
Bayley Ginnaty Mickolio
Martha Ballard Thayer
Richard Wells

CELLO
Adam Collins, principal 

Chair sponsored by  
Demetra Lambros & 
Michael Duffy

Christine Ranf Sopko, 
associate principal

Chair sponsored by Louisa 
& Paul Axelrod Family 
Charitable Foundation

David Harmsworth, assistant 
principal 
Susan Lofgren Anderson
	 Sponsored by  
	 Anonymous 
Kylie Heit
	 Sponsored by Michael 	
	 Irwin & Christopher Carr
Seth Griffith+
Bethany Joyce
Martha Pressler

DOUBLE BASS
Joel Schnackel, principal

Chair sponsored by  
Alice & Richard Dailey

Michael Johns, acting 
associate principal
	 Chair sponsored by 	
	 Amber & Lans Richardson
AJ Frisque+
Garon Jones+
Dillon Johns
Michael Johns
	 Sponsored by Mark & 	
	 Beth Miller
Nicholas Timmerhoff

FLUTE
Joanna Martin Berg, principal 

Endowed as the 
Haythornthwaite  
Family Chair

Julia Vasquez-Tate
Garrett Bodily

PICCOLO
Julia Vasquez-Tate 		
	 Sponsored by 
	 Mary Ann Oberhaus

OBOE
Susi Stipich, principal

Chair sponsored by 
Jennifer & Ben Yonce

Noah Durnell
Sponsored by Linda & 
Scott Hale

ENGLISH HORN
Beth Antonopulos, acting 
principal  

Chair sponsored by 
Carolyn & John Snively

CLARINET
Christopher Kirkpatrick, 
principal

Chair sponsored by 
Charla & Don Murray

Ward Drennan
	 Sponsored by Lillian A. 	
	 McCammon
Jill Brischli

BASSOON
Alicia Brischli, principal

Chair sponsored by 
Jean & Bill Woessner

Logan Beskoon

CONTRABASSOON
Jim Fellows

ALTO SAXOPHONE
Jesse Dochnahl

HORN
Shannon M. Kerrigan, 
principal 

Chair sponsored by  
Betsy & Warren Wilcox

Rory Genazzi
Daniel Lande 

Sponsored by  
Dinah Woods 

Madeleine Folkerts

TRUMPET
Brendan McGlynn, principal

Chair sponsored by  
Tom Boone

Jens Jacobsen
Nick Barr

TROMBONE
Rob Tapper, principal

Chair sponsored by Amber 
& Robert Ball

Josh Hungate
Lexi Vine

EUPHONIUM
Jethro Thorne

TUBA
Benedict Kirby, principal

Chair sponsored by  
NDG, LLC

TIMPANI
Robert LedBetter, principal

Chair sponsored by Robin 
Kendall & Amelia Tallman

PERCUSSION
Jake Ransom, assistant 
principal
	 Chair sponsored by 
	 Sharon Snavely
Hannah Ransom 
Dylan Vandeberg
Maxim Kolberg+
Maisey Manhan

PIANO
Christopher Hahn, principal
	 Chair sponsored by  
	 Twila Wolfe

HARP
Peggy Young, principal

Chair sponsored by Maria 
& Peter van Loben Sels

Mai McKelvey-Pham

LIBRARIAN
Suzanne Hartzell

PERSONNEL MANAGER
Jason Bell

STAGE MANAGER
Olivia Adams

*Members of the string sections 
are listed alphabe tically.  Seating 
is rotated for each concert.

+Missoula Symphony Scholarship 
Recipients 
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ghosts, ghouls and symphony
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Carlos Simon (b. 1986) The Block (2018)
Born in Washington, D.C., and raised in Atlanta as a preacher’s son, Carlos Simon grew up in a 
household where he wasn’t allowed to listen to music outside the church. While that constraint 
didn’t hold for long, Simon still credits his musical upbringing in the Black church as a major 
influence. The improvisatory nature of gospel music continues to inform his work, and, as he once 
reminded his father, who wanted him to become a preacher: “Music is my pulpit. That’s where I 
preach.”
Those words resonate in Simon’s many compositions that engage with themes of social justice. 
For example, his Requiem for the Enslaved commemorates the 272 men, women, and children sold 
in 1838 by Jesuits who operated Georgetown University. Simon, now a Professor of Composition 
at Georgetown, draws in the work from diverse musical influences, including African American 
spirituals and plainchant from the Catholic liturgy.
The work we hear today, The Block, was inspired by the art of the multidisciplinary artist Romare 
Howard Bearden (1911–1988). Bearden’s six-panel collage of the same name portrays a city 
block in Harlem, revealing both public and private life in such neighborhood spaces as a church, 
barbershop, nightclub, and corner store. Simon writes that the piece aims to highlight the “rich 
energy and joyous sceneries” of Harlem, which he describes as a hotbed of African American 
culture. Similar to the way Bearden juxtaposes a variety of media in his collage—colored and 
metallic papers, photostats, watercolor, and graphite—Simon creates a richly textured musical 
composition by layering instrumental colors and musical styles, including references to blues, jazz, 
gospel, and classical music.
Erich Wolfgang Korngold (1897–1957) Violin Concerto in D major, Op. 35 (1945)
Korngold is best remembered today for his influence as a film-score composer. In the 1930s 
and 40s, during the early decades of Hollywood, he composed music for numerous movies and 
contributed scores to two Academy Award-winning productions: Anthony Adverse (1936) and 
The Adventures of Robin Hood (1938). His lush, late-Romantic orchestral sound helped forge the 
characteristic Hollywood style that audiences now associate with big-budget cinema. Fans of 
John Williams might have a listen to Korngold’s main theme for Kings Row (1942). The resemblance 
to Star Wars is striking, and Williams cited Korngold as a major influence. 
Born in Austria, Korngold was a musical prodigy hailed in his youth as a talent comparable to 
Mozart. At age 11, he composed his ballet-pantomime Der Schneemann (The Snowman), which 
was staged at the Vienna Court Opera two years later. By his late teens, he had already composed 
operas, and by the 1920s, his compositions were heard on concert stages throughout Europe. He 
counted Richard Strauss and Giacomo Puccini among his admirers.
His music also attracted the attention of Max Reinhardt, a prominent Austrian theater and film 
director. Reinhardt, who was Jewish, left Germany after the Nazis came to power and continued 
his career in the United States. In 1934, at Reinhardt’s invitation, Korngold—who was also Jewish—
came to Los Angeles to try his hand at film music. Reinhardt was directing a cinematic version 
of Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream, and Korngold was tasked with adapting Felix 
Mendelssohn’s stage music for the movie.
Korngold subsequently found steady work in Hollywood. When Nazi Germany annexed Austria in 
1938, Korngold and his family were able to remain safely in the United States. That same year, his 
score for The Adventures of Robin Hood, starring Errol Flynn, won the Academy Award for Best 
Original Score.
Korngold’s film scores became known for their colorful orchestrations and extensive use of 
leitmotifs: musical motives and melodies associated with characters, ideas, or narrative themes. 
This approach, borrowed from Richard Wagner’s operas, became central to the classic Hollywood 
symphonic style and remains familiar in the modern film scores of John Williams, Hans Zimmer, 

Program Notes
James Randall



Pictures in Music    13    

and Howard Shore. It’s hard to imagine the cinematic worlds of Star Wars or The Lord of the Rings 
without this close association of music, character, and narrative.
In each of the three movements of the Violin Concerto, Korngold draws on musical themes from 
his earlier film scores. He dedicated the composition to Alma Mahler-Werfel, the widow of Gustav 
Mahler, who had been an important early supporter of Korngold. Alma was herself a composer, 
and, like Korngold and Reinhardt, found Los Angeles to be a refuge, joining an incredible artistic 
community of European émigrés that included Arnold Schoenberg, Hedy Lamarr, and Peter Lorre. 
One wonders what Alma thought of the Violin Concerto, but we don’t have a record. Her daughter 
Anna Mahler, who became a noted sculptor, later completed a bronze bust of Korngold.
The concerto was premiered on February 15, 1947, by superstar violinist Jascha Heifetz and the St. 
Louis Symphony Orchestra. Heifetz championed the work and helped establish it in the repertory. 
Korngold offered the following tribute to his performance: “In spite of the demand for virtuosity in 
the finale, the work with its many melodic and lyric episodes was contemplated more for a Caruso 
than for a Paganini. It is needless to say how delighted I am to have my concerto performed by 
Caruso and Paganini in one person: Jascha Heifetz.”
Modest Mussorgsky (1839–1881) Pictures at an Exhibition (1874),  
orchestrated by Maurice Ravel (1922)
Mussorgsky would likely have been delighted that his music continues to ignite audiences’ 
imaginations of Russia. A member of the so-called “Mighty Five,” a group of late nineteenth-
century composers who sought to establish a distinctly Russian musical style, Mussorgsky resisted 
the prevailing Western European tastes that dominated Russian concerts. The Mighty Five sought 
instead to cultivate music rooted in Russian history, folklore, language, and musical traditions. 
Alongside Mussorgsky, the Five included Mily Balakirev, César Cui, Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov, and 
Alexander Borodin. 
Pictures at an Exhibition is often presented as a prime example of Russian nationalism in music. 
At the same time, it is also an intimate musical memorial to a close friend of Mussorgsky’s, Viktor 
Hartmann. Hartmann was a Russian architect, artist, and designer who shared the composer’s 
interest in creating art that represented his country and its people. Hartmann’s sudden death at 
age 39 was difficult for Mussorgsky to process. He had been a dear friend, and although his life was 
short, Hartmann had already become a prolific figure in Russian artistic circles.
In early 1874, a memorial exhibition of more than 400 of Hartmann’s works—watercolors, 
sketches, architectural drawings, and designs—was mounted at the Imperial Academy of Arts 
in St. Petersburg. The exhibition even included two works from Mussorgsky’s own collection. 
After visiting it, Mussorgsky was inspired to compose a piano suite depicting both the artworks 
and his experience of walking through the exhibition while remembering his friend. Each of the 
ten movements was inspired by one or more of Hartmann’s artworks or designs. Variations of 
the recurring “Promenade” theme represent the composer himself as he wanders through the 
exhibition. The individual movements also offer a journey through Hartmann’s artistic world, 
including recollections of his travels in Europe as well as his professional work as a designer and 
architect.
While it is now among Mussorgsky’s most popular works, Pictures at an Exhibition was never 
published during his lifetime. It did not appear in print until 1886, five years after his death, in 
an edition prepared by Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov. The work’s subsequent popularity inspired 
numerous composers to prepare orchestral arrangements of the piano suite. The most famous of 
these, Maurice Ravel’s 1922 orchestration, is the version we hear today. As you listen, the following 
descriptions introduce each movement and the Hartmann artworks that inspired Mussorgsky.
Promenade
The famous Promenade melody, which recurs throughout the work, represents the composer as 
he walks from artwork to artwork in the exhibition. Its changing character suggests his shifting 
emotions as he views Hartmann’s works and remembers his close friend.
I. The Gnome
This movement was inspired by Hartmann’s odd design for a nutcracker in the form of a grotesque, 
limping gnome. The music strikes a sinister tone, plodding one moment and scurrying the next.
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II. The Old Castle
Hartmann’s original image is lost, but contemporary descriptions identify it as an architectural 
scene featuring an old medieval castle and a troubadour, a traveling poet, songwriter, and 
musician. Mussorgsky evokes an Italian atmosphere with a lilting siciliano rhythm. In Ravel’s 
orchestration, the troubadour-like melody is famously performed by the alto saxophone.
III. Tuileries (Children’s Quarrel after Games)
This movement was inspired by a now-lost crayon drawing of the Tuileries Garden in Paris. 
Hartmann depicted children playing there with their nurse, and Mussorgsky responds with a 
playful, childlike musical scene filled with teasing gestures and quick exchanges.
IV. Bydło (Cattle)
Inspired by an artwork depicting Hartmann’s travels in Poland, the movement depicts a huge cart 
drawn by a team of oxen. Ravel’s orchestration features a tuba solo, with the music suggesting the 
movement of the cart as it lumbers along, at first approaching from a distance, moving closer by, 
and then disappearing in the distance.  
V. Ballet of the Unhatched Chicks
This movement was inspired by Hartmann’s costume designs for the ballet Trilby. The dancers 
appear as young chicks still partly in their shells, and Mussorgsky’s quick, lively music captures 
their frenetic pecking and chirps.
VI. “Samuel” Goldenberg and Schmuÿle
This movement was inspired by two portrait studies of Polish Jewish men that Hartmann had 
gifted to Mussorgsky. Traditionally described as Two Jews, Rich and Poor, they portray contrasting 
figures: the wealthy, imposing Goldenberg and the poorer, more anxious Schmuÿle. Mussorgsky 
places the two men in musical conversation, giving each a contrasting theme before bringing the 
two together.
VII. Limoges at the Market
Although Hartmann’s original image of the market at Limoges, France, is lost, Mussorgsky’s music 
vividly captures the noisy social atmosphere of a crowded marketplace. Rapid musical exchanges 
suggest arguments, gossip, and bargaining among vendors and shoppers.
VIII. Catacombs (Roman Tomb)
Hartmann’s surviving image sets an eerie tone, depicting the artist and friends exploring the Paris 
catacombs by lantern amidst the walls of skeletal remains. Ravel’s orchestration features loud, 
dissonant brass chords, creating a foreboding atmosphere.
Promenade: With the Dead in a Dead Language
The Promenade theme returns in a quiet and somber variation. Following Catacombs, the 
music seems to shift our frame of reference from Mussorgsky observing Hartmann’s artwork to 
the composer becoming a part of it. Mussorgsky included a note on his manuscript saying: “the 
creative spirit of the dead Hartmann leads me to the skulls and invokes them; the skulls begin to 
glow faintly”
IX. The Hut on Fowl’s Legs (Baba Yaga)
The inspiration for this movement was Hartmann’s design for an elaborate clock in the shape of 
the hut of Baba Yaga, a wicked witch of Russian folklore. Baba Yaga lives in a hut that stands on 
giant chicken legs. Mussorgsky’s music is violent, wild, and percussive, communicating both the 
supernatural power of Baba Yaga and the terror she inspires. 
X. The Great Gate of Kiev
The final movement was inspired by Hartmann’s architectural design for a grand gateway to 
Kyiv, complete with a massive belltower. Mussorgsky transformed the design into something 
comparably monumental in sound. Ravel’s orchestrations make it even more vivid, with rich brass 
sonorities, crashing percussion, and bell-like figures. It’s a truly majestic musical setting, and 
even more poignant because Hartmann’s architectural design was never actually built. It’s as if 
Mussorgsky, with a little help from Ravel, finally completed it for his dear friend. 
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An encore beyond
the symphony
On stage, in our communities, and
in every member relationship. Local
experts. Friendly faces. The best
place to save and borrow.

1645 Russell Street, Missoula   |   whitefishcu.com
Federally insured by NCUA.
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Please consider the Missoula Symphony Association 
in your Planned Giving.

Great Music
Begins with You

B e q u e s t s 
Please consider naming the Missoula Symphony Association 
(MSA) in your will and/or trust. 

R e t i r e m e n t  F u n d  G i f t
IRA contributions can be made directly to the MSA, are not taxable 
to the donor and the MSA receives the full amount of your gift.* 

E n d o w m e n t  T a x  C r e d i t
The Missoula Symphony Association has a permanent 
endowment to provide financial stability for decades to come. 
Under Montana law, a contribution to our endowment can benefit 
you with a very generous tax credit.* 

*Subject to federal and state tax regulations

For more information on leaving a cultural legacy, please contact 
the MSA office at (406) 721-3194 or teresa@missoulasymphony.org. 
(Your legal, tax and financial advisor(s) can help you accomplish your 
philanthropic & estate planning goals.)

Support the Missoula
 Symphony Today!

Visit missoulasymphony.org and click the Support Us button
to find out more ways to give.

The Missoula Symphony Association is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization,  
federal tax ID #81-0290730. All donations are 100% tax-deductible.

METHOD OF PAYMENT

O Check (enclosed)  O Credit Card (VISA, MasterCard or Discover) 

CONTACT & TICKET INFORMATION  

Name:  

Address:  

City/State/Zip:  

Phone:  Email: 

If paying by credit card, please fill out the information below:

Name on card:  

Signature:  

Credit Card #: 

Billing Zip Code:  Exp:  CVV/CVC Code: 

O Maestra = $25,000

O Concertmaster = $10,000-$24,999 

O Orchestra = $5,000-$9,999

O Benefactor = $1,000-$4,999

O I’ve enclosed my tax-deductible gift to the Missoula Symphony 

O Contributor = $750-$999

O Patron = $500-$749

O Associate = $250-$499

O Member = $100-$249
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O Check (enclosed)  O Credit Card (VISA, MasterCard or Discover) 

CONTACT & TICKET INFORMATION  

Name:  

Address:  

City/State/Zip:  

Phone:  Email: 

If paying by credit card, please fill out the information below:

Name on card:  

Signature:  

Credit Card #: 

Billing Zip Code:  Exp:  CVV/CVC Code: 

O Maestra = $25,000

O Concertmaster = $10,000-$24,999 

O Orchestra = $5,000-$9,999

O Benefactor = $1,000-$4,999

O I’ve enclosed my tax-deductible gift to the Missoula Symphony 

O Contributor = $750-$999

O Patron = $500-$749

O Associate = $250-$499

O Member = $100-$249
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Keep The
Music Alive

C H A I R  S P O N S O R S
Music Director 
Diana & Rick Nash 

Chorale Director 
Maria & Peter 
van Loben Sels  

Concertmaster 
Michael Irwin & 
Christopher Carr 

Associate Concertmaster
Sharon & Gerald Marks 

Assistant Concertmaster 
Betty Thisted 

Section Violin 
Louisa & Paul Axelrod 
Family Charitable
Foundation 

Principal 2nd Violin 
Laura Patterson 

Principal Viola 
Robert Moseley

Assistant Principal Viola 
Peggy & Walt Peschel

Section Viola 
Anonymous in memory
of Maud Gallagher

Principal Cello 
Demetra Lambros & 
Michael Duffy 
 

Associate Principal Cello 
Louisa & Paul Axelrod 
Family Charitable 
Foundation

Section Cello 
Michael Irwin & 
Christopher Carr 

Section Cello 
Anonymous

Principal Double Bass
Alice & Richard Dailey 

Associate Principal 
Double Bass 
Amber & Lans Richardson 

Section Double Bass 
Mark & Beth Miller 

Principal Flute 
Endowed as the 
Haythornthwaite 
Family Chair

Piccolo
Mary Ann Oberhaus

Principal Oboe 
Jennifer & Ben Yonce 

Section Oboe 
Linda & Scott Hale

Principal Clarinet 
Charla & Don Murray 

 

Section Clarinet 
Lillian A. McCammon 

Principal Bassoon 
Jean & Bill Woessner 

Principal English Horn 
Carolyn & John Snively 

Principal French Horn
Betsy & Warren Wilcox 

Section French Horn
Dinah Woods

Principal Trumpet 
Tom Boone 

Principal Trombone 
Amber & Robert Ball 

Principal Tuba 
NDG, LLC  

Timpani/Percussion 
Robin Kendall &
Amelia Tallman 

Assistant Principal 
Percussion 
Sharon Snavely 

Piano 
Twila Wolfe 

Harp 
Maria & Peter van
Loben Sels 

Chair sponsor benefits include:
• Recognition in each concert program book 
• Invitation to Backstage Pass luncheons
and other special events

• Opportunity to meet and visit with your
sponsored musician at concerts

Thank you to our chair sponsors for their crucial support of our musicians

When you sponsor a chair, you honor our individual musician’s 
exceptional dedication and effort, while helping to sustain high 

standards of professional support for our named chair musicians.
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(406) 721-3665
prosweepmt.com

Proud to be a Season Sponsor of the
Missoula Symphony Orchestra & Chorale

A division of
Pro Sweep Plus
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SEASON SPONSORS
PSP Landscaping & Design
Whitefish Credit Union

CONCERT SPONSORS
Allegra: Print-Mail-Signs- 
	 Promo
Blackfoot Communications
Phyllis and Bill Bouchee
D A Davidson
DeMarios Buick-GMC-	
	 Mercedes
First Security Bank
Flaherty Financial Services
Garlington Lohn & Robinson 	
	 PLLP
Good Food Store
Langel & Associates PC
Brian Eicholtz, Merrill Lynch
Erik Johnston, Merrill Lynch
Missoulian
Missoula Downtown 		
	 Partnership
Muralt’s Travel Plaza
NorthWestern Energy
Marsh McLennan Agency
SG Long Financial
Stockman Bank
The Washington Companies
Dennis and Phyllis 		
	 Washington Foundation

GUEST ARTIST SPONSORS
Coldwell Banker Commercial 	
	 Drew Ward Warne  
	 Advisory Agency
Cay and John Drew
Laura and Mark 		
	 Haythornthwaite
Sandy Sheppard
Jim Valeo
MUSIC DIRECTOR’S CHAIR 
SPONSOR
Diana & Rick Nash

CHORALE CONDUCTOR’S 
CHAIR SPONSOR
Maria & Peter van Loben Sels

BACKSTAGE PASS LUNCHEON 
SPONSOR
745 W. Alder

TICKET SPONSOR
Park Side Credit Union

SYMPHONY IN THE PARK 
RECEPTION SPONSOR
First Security Bank

YOUTH EDUCATION PROGRAM 
SPONSOR/SUPPORTERS 
Bill & Rosemary Gallagher 	
	 Foundation
Linda and Scott Hale
Llewellyn Foundation
Montana Association of 	
	 Symphony Orchestras
Missoula Public Library
Max and Betty Swanson 	
	 Foundation

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS
Edgewater Missoula

STAGE DECORATIONS
Caras Nursery

LOBBY DECORATIONS BY
Patti McKenzie

GRANT RECOGNITION 
First Interstate Bank
Montana Arts Council
National Endowment 
	  for the Arts

COMMUNITY 
COLLABORATIONS 
Arts Missoula
Bitterroot Performing Arts 	
	 Council
Logjam Presents
Missoula Children’s Theatre
Opera Montana

MAESTRA ($25,000+)
Kay and William Cook
Carol Garlington Estate
Grinnell Family Fund of the 	
	 Minneapolis Foundation
Laura and Mark 
Haythornthwaite 		
	 Endowed Principal Flute 
Sophie Lambros
Kathy Veazey
Phyllis Whitsell

CONCERTMASTER  
($10,000-$24,999)
Jane and Steven Bahls
Missoula Community 	
	 Foundation

PSP Landscape
Diana and Rick Nash – Music 	
	 Director’s Chair
Maria and Peter van Loben 	
	 Sels – Principal Harp & 	
	 Chorale Director Chairs
Whitefish Credit Union

ORCHESTRA ($5,000-$9,999)
Anonymous Chorale Member
George Bandow
Blackfoot Communications 
Tom Boone – Principal 	
	 Trumpet
Barbara and Craig Burns
Christian, Samson, Baskett, 	
	 Phelan & Bell, PLLC
Alice and Dick Dailey
First Interstate Bank
Linda and Scott Hale - Section 	
	 Oboe
Michael Irwin and Christopher 	
	 Carr – Concertmaster & 	
	 Section Cello
L&M Fine Jewelry, Inc.
Demetra Lambros and 	
	 Michael Duffey – Principal 	
	 Cello
Donna and Don McCammon
Mark M and Beth A Miller – 	
	 Section Double Bass
Betty Miller
Park Side Credit Union
John Sargent Jr Estate
Stephen Speckart and 	
	 Patricia Forsberg
Stockman Bank
Jim Valeo
Dennis & Phyllis Washington 
Foundation
Twila Wolfe – Principal Piano

BENEFECTOR ($1,000-$4,999)
Anonymous – Section Viola in 	
	 memory of Maud 	
	 Gallagher
Anonymous – Section Cello
Louisa and Paul Axelrod 	
	 Family Charitable 	
	 Foundation – Assistant  
	 Principal Cello & Violin in 	
	 honor of Suzanne Hartzell
Robert and Amber Ball – 	
	 Principal Trombone
Janet Bean-Dochnahl 
Deann Birnel

The Missoula Symphony Association is a member of the  
Montana Association of Symphony Orchestras. 

The MSA is grateful to the following patrons for their generous gifts.  Listed below are contributions of $100 or more 
within 12 months of September 30, 2026.  We apologize for any omissions or errors.
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Michael Boehme
Phyllis & William Bouchee
Candice Boyer
MaryEllen Campbell
Campbell Kia of Missoula
Rebecca Canfield-Perkowski
Joan Chesebro
Gracy Chou
Coldwell Banker Commercial 	
	 Drew Ward Warne Advisory 
Agency
Harry Croft
D A Davidson & Co
Rae Lynn and Frank D’Angelo
Joan Delasaux
DeMarois Mercedes
Cay and John Drew
Flaherty Financial Services
Judith Ann Friedman
Good Food Store
Garden City Funeral Home
Grizzly Liquor
Joel Jacobson and Heather 	
	 Grotbo
Margie and Steve Grinnell
Barbara and Curtis Hesler
Colleen Hunter
Dori and Bill Johnston
Daniel Kemmis and Jean 	
	 Larson
Robin Kendall and Amelia  
	 Tallman – Timpani/	
	 Percussion
Becks and Grant Kier
Christine and Paul Kilzer
Anita Kurtz-Magee
Dorothea and George P 	
	 Lambros
Jo-Ann Lange
Langel & Associates, PC
Sharon and Gerald Marks - 	
	 Associate Concertmaster
Marsh McLennan Agency 
Lillian A McCammon – 	
	 Section Clarinet
William Mckay
Missoulian 
Sandra and Jeff Miller
Mary and Duane Moe
Montana Association 	
	 Symphony Orchestras
Muralts Travel Plaza
Charla and Donald Murray – 	
	 Principal Clarinet
NDG, LLC – Principal Tuba
Marge Nordin
NorthWestern Energy
Mary Ann Oberhaus - Piccolo
Peggy and Walt Peschel – 	

	 Assistant Viola
Pershing Phillips
The Polen Family
Mark Pershouse and Liz 	
	 Putnam
Jonathan Qualben
Kirk and Kimberly Reid
Amber & Lans Richardson
Gay Rushmer
Joanna Shelton
Sandy Sheppard
Sharon Snavely – Percussion 	
	 in memory of Don Snavely
Carolyn and John Snively – 	
	 Principal English Horn
Deirdre Swanson
Herbert Swick
Susan Talbot
Martha B and Russell Thayer
Betty Thisted – Assistant 	
	 Concertmaster
Kathy Turner
Janet Whaley and Phil 	
	 Hamilton
Betsy and Warren Wilcox – 	
	 Principal French Horn
The Washington Companies
Alice & Clem Williams
Mark Williams Law Firm 
Wes Wilson
Jean and William Woessner – 	
	 Principal Bassoon
Nancy Thompson &  
	 Dale Woohiser
Dinah Woods -  Section 	
	 French Horn
Jennifer and Ben Yonce – 	
	 Principal Oboe
Peggy Young

CONTRIBUTOR ($750-$999)
Deirdre Flaherty
Sue & Peter Graf
Nancy & Doug Heyer
Ann and Gary Libecap
Robin and Nick Nichols
Julie and Vinnie Pavlish
Sue & Mark Williams

PATRON ($500-$749)
Anonymous (2)
Bank of Montana
Big Dipper
Rachel Ballard
Ed and Marilyn Bartlett
Barbara and Joe Brinig
Jan and Brian Dougherty
Teresa and Matt Drew
Mary and Royce Engstrom
Louise and Michael Flanagan

Mara and Bob Galliani
Shelley and Tim Geiszler
Renie Gibson
Mary & Donald Gillespie
Carolyn Goren
Chuck Gropper
John and Laura Heit
Deborah and Terry Johnson
Wendy and Keith Kuhn
Karen Lacey
Pamela Matthews
Sue and Dave McCormack
Sandy Mitchell
James Noon
Kim Reineking
Sandra Roe
Kathy Roth
John Shaffner & Joe Stewart
Kristen Sohlberg
Polly Steed
Rob Sterling
Carol and Dale Stovall
Nat and Margo Sturgis
Julia Tai
Shannon Tanaka
Phyllis and Larry Topp
Janette Turbak
Jeanne Werner
Phyllis & Norman Wight
Ruth and Dan Wimberly
Carol Word
Barbara Zellmer

ASSOCIATE ($250-$499)
Janet Allison
Susan L and Vaughn 	
	 Anderson
David and Ana Aronofsky
Cynthia and Raymond Aten
Charlotte Bahin
Kenneth & Sharee Ballinger
Steve Bell
Craig Benjamin
Chuck Leonard and Melissa 	
	 Blunt
Gary Bowman
Octavio Cantu
Karen Orzech and Lance 	
	 Collister
Elizabeth Conklin
Elizabeth Darnell, EGD 	
	 Consulting
Kathy & Brian Derry
Cynthia Fulks
Andrew and Angela George
Deb Stapley-Graham
Lauren Gregoire
Anne Guest
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Christopher Hahn
Leslie and Mike Halligan
Steve Hesla
Bob Hinshaw
William James
Jazzoula
Tomi Kent
Sara Schultz Levesque
Ellen and Peter McKenzie
Patti and Scott McKenzie
Karen Adams and  
	 Christopher Muste
Kaia Peterson
Kitte Robins
Robert Schurr
Michael Silverglat
Christiane Von Reichert
Sarah and William Towle
Bruce Whitehead
Sharon and Dean Yould

MEMBER ($100-$249)
Judith & Roger Ahrens 
Nuket and Jon Anders
Mary Archibald
Barbara Bekken
Susan Israel and Tom Bensen
Barbara Blegen 
Kyle Bocinsky
Brenda Bolton
Rose-Marie Bowman
Keolani and Robert Brewer
Alicia Brischli
Lorraine and Steve Carlson
Cindy and Gary Chumrau
Graham Cobb
Debra Crawford
Tom Daer
Debbie & Brad Dantic
Eldie DeCou
Grady Dutton
Donna Erickson and John 	
	 Koenig
Suzanne Frey and Russ Read
John Phillip Garrity
Patricia Gibson
Carol and Keith Glaes
Kendrick Goodian
Wendy Grace
Peter Graf
Groove Solventless
William Haffey
Devin Harbour
Carol Hayes
Richard Humphreys
Jeffrey Jacobs
Mark Jaqua
Joan Johnston

Erin Jones
Terri Kendrick
Katie Kimmel
Marlene Koch
Sandy and Steve Kratville
Linda and Richard Lacey
Wendy Lambert
Nancy and Robert Lechelt
Beth and Paul Loehnen
Susannah and Ronald 	
	 Madeen
Andrew Massie
Kathy and Ward McCaughey
Lynn Metcalf
Gerald Mueller
Holly Mullen
Robert Ogg
Kathleen Ort and John 	
	 Duffield
Susan Paceley
Diana Pacini and Kevin Nally
Pelz Montana
Dorothy and Dean Peterson
Celeste Pogachar
Paul Policastro
Susan Raub
Caren and Chuck Reaves
Elisabeth Rice
Linda Richnow
Sharon Rigg
JoAnne Robbins
Linda Rockwell
Sally Rosenkranz
Kay Salmonson
Jo May and Brian Salonen
Dianna Schmid
Nancy Seldin
Jeanne and Dennis 		
	 Simmerman
Brea Skinner
Jane Kapler Smith
Kathleen Snodgrass
Mary Lou Stergios
Linda Stoudt
Michael Strawbridge
Sally Tibbs
Top Hat
Frances M Tucker
Betty Venom Vintage
Mysta and Stewart Ward
Patricia and Roger Wegner
Greg and Debra Weller
Jen Wendel
WGM Group
Kathleen Whetzel
Jason Williams

MEMORIAL DONATIONS
The following donations have 
been made to the MSA in 
memory of loved ones in the 
past 12 months:

Kenneth & Sharee Ballinger, in 
memory of Sally Daer

Barbara Bekken, in memory of 
Charlotte and Arnold Bekken

Barbara Blegen, in memory of 
Dorothy and Hal Blegen

Candice Boyer, in memory of 
Martin & Marion Boyer

Karen Callan, in memory of 
Sally Daer

Carol Garlington Estate, in 
memory of Carol Garlington

Patricia Gibson, in memory of 
Sally Daer

Bob Hinshaw, in memory of 
Sharon Hinshaw

Colleen Hunter, in memory of 
Peter Dayton

Katie Kimmel, in memory of 
Ian Lange

Jo-Ann Lange, in memory of 
Ian Lange

Lillian A. McCammon, in 
memory of George & M/Sgt. 
Barbara L. McCammon

Holly Mullen, in memory of 
Elizabeth Ellis

Diana Pacini, in memory of 
Doug Klein

Amber and Lans Richardson, 
in memory of Virginia Vinal

Linda Rockwell, in memory of 
John Tibbs

Linda Stoudt, in memory of 
Jeff Vandergrift

Carol & Dale Stovall, in 
memory of Marci Valeo

Sarah and William Towle, in 
memory of Everett Leitzke and 
James Howie

Kathy Turner, in memory of 
Carolyn Valacich

Patricia & Roger Wegner, in 
memory of Patricia Forsberg
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Tickets online at SORMT.ORG/TICKETS
For information:  Visit SORMT.ORG

SUNDAY  NOVEMBER 22 

4:00 P.M.
UM MUSIC RECITAL HALL

BACH & 
BEETHOVEN

Guest Pianists:
Christopher Hahn 

and  
Margery Whatley

LOOKING AHEAD
February 21, 2027
SOR and NextGen
Paganini & Giannini

April 25, 2027 
Guest Cellist:  
Nicholas Canellakis
Canellakis & Saint-Saëns

MISSOULA &
HAMILTON

David Rubenstein

PRINT • SIGNS • PROMO • APPAREL • MAIL
AllegraMissoula.com • 406.721.7663
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Debbie & Brad Dantic*
Great Divide Physical Therapy 
Deborah & Terry Johnson 
Marlene Koch* 
Patti & Scott McKenzie 
Lynn Metcalf 
Deirdre Swanson 
Sarah & William Towle* 
Mysta & Stewart Ward*

Continuing the grand tradition of the Missoula Symphony Guild, the Missoula 
Symphony Scholarship Fund is dedicated to providing scholarships for 
outstanding University of Montana music students who play in the Missoula 
Symphony Orchestra or sing in the Missoula Symphony Chorale.

This year, the Missoula Symphony Association will award more than $35,000 
in scholarships to ten talented young musicians. This important commitment is 
made possible through the generosity of the individuals listed below, whose 
support directly funds these scholarships. Our 2026–2027 scholarship recipients 
are noted on the Orchestra Roster with a “+” sign.

Missoula Symphony
Scholarship Fund

SCHOLARSHIP FUND SUPPORTERS
The MSA is grateful to the following patrons for their generous gifts. Listed
below are contributions of $100 or more within 12 months of September 30, 2026.
We apologize for any omissions or errors.

PRESTISSIMO ($1,000+)

PRESTO ($500-$999)

To be a part of the Missoula Symphony Scholarship Fund, contact the Symphony 
Office at (406) 721-3194, or mail a check payable to Missoula Symphony 
Scholarship Fund to PO Box 8301, Missoula 59807. Donations are 100% tax-
deductible.

SCHOLARSHIP FUND SUPPORTERS

ALLEGRO ($100-$249)

Steve & Jane Bahls 
Sophie & Dan Lambros* 
Betty Thisted*

*=past member of historic 
Missoula Symphony Guild

LEGACY

Sandra & Jeff Miller
Kitte Robins*
Carol Word*

VIVACE ($250-$499)

Kay & William Cook
Alice & Dick Dailey
John Sargent Jr Estate
Linda & Scott Hale
Charla & Donald Murray*
Maria & Peter van Loben Sels
Jim Valeo*

Deirdre Flaherty
Anita Kurtz-Magee*
James Noon
Walt & Peggy Peschel*
Kathy Turner*
Jean & William Woessner

Cook Family Scholarship 
Established in 2020-2021, this scholarship is named for Will and Kay Cook. “We are 
happy to partner with the University of Montana and The Missoula Symphony 
Association to support the growth of music education in Montana and the 
cultural enrichment of our city.” 2026-2027 Recipients: AJ Frisque, string bass, Zoe 
McLain, violin, Lindsay Abelin, viola, Neveah Killsnight, viola, Riley Fallsdown, cello. 

The Florence Reynolds Scholarship 
Named for a woman who shared her musical talent, enthusiasm and endless 
energy with the MSA for many years. Recipient: Makenzie Grotbo, violin. 

The Symphony Guild Presidents’ Scholarship 
Named in honor of those women who have given their time and energy as 
Presidents of the Missoula Symphony Guild. Recipient: Garon Jones, string bass.

 

The Joseph Henry Scholarship 
Named in honor of our Music Director Emeritus, who retired in 2007 after 21 years 
as Music Director of the Missoula Symphony Orchestra. Recipient: Hayley 
Bouchard, cello. 

The Donald Carey Scholarship 
Named in honor of our former Chorale Director who retired in 2006, after 18 years 
at his post. Recipient: Seth Griffith, cello.

The Virginia Vinal Scholarship 
Named in honor of the longest-serving member of the orchestra, and her 
dedication to music and community. Recipient: Moe Kobold, violin.
 

The Lorraine Andrie Prize 
Not a scholarship but a cash award, this prize is presented at the final concert of 
each season to a U.M. graduating senior who is deemed a truly outstanding and 
dedicated orchestra member. Named in honor of the founding leader of the 
Guild. Recipient: William (Danger) Gersh, percussion.

The Steve and Jane Bahls Scholarship 
Established by Steve and Jane Bahls in 2023. The Steve and Jane Bahls 
scholarship recognizes an outstanding music student who performs in the 
Missoula Symphony Orchestra or in the Missoula Symphony Chorale. Recipient: 
Maxim Kolberg.
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Debbie & Brad Dantic*
Great Divide Physical Therapy 
Deborah & Terry Johnson 
Marlene Koch* 
Patti & Scott McKenzie 
Lynn Metcalf 
Deirdre Swanson 
Sarah & William Towle* 
Mysta & Stewart Ward*

Continuing the grand tradition of the Missoula Symphony Guild, the Missoula 
Symphony Scholarship Fund is dedicated to providing scholarships for 
outstanding University of Montana music students who play in the Missoula 
Symphony Orchestra or sing in the Missoula Symphony Chorale.

This year, the Missoula Symphony Association will award more than $35,000 
in scholarships to ten talented young musicians. This important commitment is 
made possible through the generosity of the individuals listed below, whose 
support directly funds these scholarships. Our 2026–2027 scholarship recipients 
are noted on the Orchestra Roster with a “+” sign.

Missoula Symphony
Scholarship Fund

SCHOLARSHIP FUND SUPPORTERS
The MSA is grateful to the following patrons for their generous gifts. Listed
below are contributions of $100 or more within 12 months of September 30, 2026.
We apologize for any omissions or errors.

PRESTISSIMO ($1,000+)

PRESTO ($500-$999)

To be a part of the Missoula Symphony Scholarship Fund, contact the Symphony 
Office at (406) 721-3194, or mail a check payable to Missoula Symphony 
Scholarship Fund to PO Box 8301, Missoula 59807. Donations are 100% tax-
deductible.

SCHOLARSHIP FUND SUPPORTERS

ALLEGRO ($100-$249)

Steve & Jane Bahls 
Sophie & Dan Lambros* 
Betty Thisted*

*=past member of historic 
Missoula Symphony Guild

LEGACY

Sandra & Jeff Miller
Kitte Robins*
Carol Word*

VIVACE ($250-$499)

Kay & William Cook
Alice & Dick Dailey
John Sargent Jr Estate
Linda & Scott Hale
Charla & Donald Murray*
Maria & Peter van Loben Sels
Jim Valeo*

Deirdre Flaherty
Anita Kurtz-Magee*
James Noon
Walt & Peggy Peschel*
Kathy Turner*
Jean & William Woessner

Cook Family Scholarship 
Established in 2020-2021, this scholarship is named for Will and Kay Cook. “We are 
happy to partner with the University of Montana and The Missoula Symphony 
Association to support the growth of music education in Montana and the 
cultural enrichment of our city.” 2026-2027 Recipients: AJ Frisque, string bass, Zoe 
McLain, violin, Lindsay Abelin, viola, Neveah Killsnight, viola, Riley Fallsdown, cello. 

The Florence Reynolds Scholarship 
Named for a woman who shared her musical talent, enthusiasm and endless 
energy with the MSA for many years. Recipient: Makenzie Grotbo, violin. 

The Symphony Guild Presidents’ Scholarship 
Named in honor of those women who have given their time and energy as 
Presidents of the Missoula Symphony Guild. Recipient: Garon Jones, string bass.

 

The Joseph Henry Scholarship 
Named in honor of our Music Director Emeritus, who retired in 2007 after 21 years 
as Music Director of the Missoula Symphony Orchestra. Recipient: Hayley 
Bouchard, cello. 

The Donald Carey Scholarship 
Named in honor of our former Chorale Director who retired in 2006, after 18 years 
at his post. Recipient: Seth Griffith, cello.

The Virginia Vinal Scholarship 
Named in honor of the longest-serving member of the orchestra, and her 
dedication to music and community. Recipient: Moe Kobold, violin.
 

The Lorraine Andrie Prize 
Not a scholarship but a cash award, this prize is presented at the final concert of 
each season to a U.M. graduating senior who is deemed a truly outstanding and 
dedicated orchestra member. Named in honor of the founding leader of the 
Guild. Recipient: William (Danger) Gersh, percussion.

The Steve and Jane Bahls Scholarship 
Established by Steve and Jane Bahls in 2023. The Steve and Jane Bahls 
scholarship recognizes an outstanding music student who performs in the 
Missoula Symphony Orchestra or in the Missoula Symphony Chorale. Recipient: 
Maxim Kolberg.
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PRESIDENT
Bill Johnston

VICE PRESIDENT
Dave Wall

TREASURER
Mark Haythornthwaite

SECRETARY
Melyssa Polen

PAST PRESIDENT
Scott Billadeau

DIRECTORS
Robert Ball
Michael Bohner
Alicia Brischli
John B Drew
Deirdre Flaherty
Andrew George
Mark Heyka
Theresa Johnson
Vinnie Pavlish
Katie Seidenschwarz
Deborah Stapley-Graham
Jim Valeo
Matt Watts
Sue Williams

MUSIC DIRECTOR
Julia Tai

CHORALE DIRECTOR
Dean Peterson

EMERITUS BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Tom Boone
Robert Homer
Caryl Klein
Sophie Lambros
Carol Seim
Marci Valeo

STAFF

CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER
Peter McKenzie

CHIEF DEVELOPMENT OFFICER
Teresa Drew

PERSONNEL & BOX OFFICE MANAGER
Jason Bell

EDUCATION COORDINATOR
Marley Ball

UM/MSA STRING CAMP DIRECTOR
Sylvia Allen Oman

LIBRARIAN
Suzanne Hartzell

CHORALE LIBRARIAN
Abigail Carey

CHORALE ACCOMPANIST
Dorothy Beck Peterson

SOCIAL MEDIA COORDINATOR
Olivia Adams
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S E A S O N  S P O N S O R S

Save the
Date

Scan to purchase, or call 
the Missoula Symphony 
office at (406) 721-3194

D E C .  1 1 ,  1 2  &  1 3  2 0 2 6

Holiday
P O P S !

M A S T E R W O R K S 3

S E A S O N  S P O N S O R S

Save the
Date

Scan to purchase, or call 
the Missoula Symphony 
office at (406) 721-3194

M a r .  6  &  7 ,  2 0 2 7

Kaleidoscopic
Colors
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EDUCATION & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

For more than 40 years, education and community engagement have 
been at the heart of the Missoula Symphony Association’s mission. That 
commitment has grown steadily under the stewardship of Music Director, 
Julia Tai. This season the Missoula Symphony Association is proud to present 
the following programs throughout the region:

SYMPHONY KIDS AT THE MISSOULA PUBLIC LIBRARY  
Julia Tai presents a series of four mini concerts that help children explore the elements 
of music and the instruments of the orchestra. These engaging and hands-on 
programs feature Symphony musicians and guest artists.

11:00 AM – 12:00 PM AT THE MISSOULA PUBLIC LIBRARY IMAGINARIUM
Saturday, September 19, 2026 | Saturday, October 17, 2026  

Saturday, March 6, 2027 | Saturday, April 17, 2027

BRANCH LIBRARY CONCERTS 
Small ensembles of Symphony members perform mini-concerts in Missoula County’s 
rural communities during the summer months. 

STUDENT NIGHT AT DRESS REHEARSAL 
Students and families are invited to join the Symphony for the dress rehearsal 
preceding each Masterworks Concert, enhanced by educational materials and a short 
talk by Music Director, Julia Tai. 

7:00 PM – 10:00 PM AT THE DENNISON THEATRE
Friday, September 18, 2026 | Friday, October 23, 2026  

Friday, March 5, 2027 | Friday, April 16, 2027 | Friday, May 14, 2027

DOWNBEAT LOWDOWN 
A free pre-concert talk before each of our Masterworks concerts with Music Director, 
Julia Tai. 

SYMPHONY IN THE SCHOOLS 
Symphony musicians visit Missoula-area middle schools and high schools to perform 
and coach music students. 

MISSOULA YOUTH SYMPHONY SIDE-BY-SIDE 
Music Director, Julia Tai works with the Missoula Youth Symphony during their 
rehearsals, and members of MYS perform alongside the Missoula 
Symphony in a Masterworks concert.

For more information, visit missoulasymphony.org/education
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Master quality instruments
for professional and 

aspiring students.
Hand crafted by two 

generations of craftsmen.

VIOLINS  
VIOLAS  &

CELLOS
• Bows • Cases  
  • Accessories

Montana’s 
only violin 

maker voted into 
the AFVBM.

406.544.9100   
hollingerviolins.com

Hand crafted by two 
generations of craftsmen.

VIOLINS  
VIOLAS  &

CELLOS
• Bows • Cases  
  • Accessories

Montana’s 
only violin 

maker voted into 
the AFVBM.

406.544.9100   
hollingerviolins.com

Hollinger 
VViolins

2026-272026-27  
SEASONSEASON

BITTERROOT PERFORMINGBITTERROOT PERFORMING
ARTS COUNCILARTS COUNCIL

presentspresents
at the Hamilton Performing Arts Centerat the Hamilton Performing Arts Center

10.10.26  Sons of Serendip
11.21.26  Lao Tizer Band
01.23.27  Repertory Dance
02.20.27  Piano Battle
03.06.27  Sam Reider & 

04.10.27  Luca Stricagnoli
the Human Hands

w w w. B I T T E R R O O T P E R F O R M I N G A RT S . o r g           4 0 6 . 3 6 3 . 7 9 4 6
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C O N C E R t  S P O N S O R s G U E S T  A R T I S T  S P O N S O R

THANK YOU
           SPONSORS

S E A S O N  S P O N S O R S

S E A S O N  S U P P O R T

Additional support from
coal tax placed into 
Montana’s Cultural and
Aesthetic Projects Trust Fund.

Sandy
Sheppard



32      MISSOULA SYMPHONY ASSOCIATION

The University of Montana’s Dennison Theatre and School 
of Music are proud to serve as home to the Missoula 

Symphony Orchestra & Chorale. This dynamic partnership 
between our organizations delivers professional musical 

opportunities to our students and provides engaging 
musical experiences for the Missoula community.


